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   PROJECT NARRATIVE:

Albemarle County Planning and Parks commissioned a feasibility assessment of aligning a multiuse pedestrian trail along the western edge of Free Bridge 
Lane from the Route 250 intersection to the trail head at the edge of Darden Towe Park. The assessment evaluated two options: modifying Free Bridge 
Lane as one-way road with bike and pedestrian facilities, or closing the road to public vehicular traffic entirely, creating a pedestrian and bike friendly 
green promenade.  

Based on public comments and Board of Supervisor feedback, Planning and Parks selected the “Promenade” option.  The final design was developed 
in consultation between the consultant and county staff.  The design reuses the existing asphalt roadway surface as much as possible, creating a 15’ 
wide share use promenade, or green multimodal corridor and linear park similar to the concept of a “Woonerf” but with more vegetation. The concept 
features several wider plazas along the promenade, where there are trail connections planned or good views.  

There are a series of park amenities along the promenade, including wildlife viewing blinds, picnic areas, seating nodes, fitness stations, public art 
installations, and play equipment, as well as benches.  The promenade is a green linear park, lined with shade trees, a bioswale, and native riparian 
plantings along the riverbank.  Vehicular parking lots are defined and enlarged at the north and south ends of the project area, maintaining 2-way 
vehicular access to adjoining private properties.  A new trailhead plaza and sidewalk connection from Route 250 to the Old Mills Trail is added, as well as 
defining the vehicular access between Route 250 and Free Bridge Lane as right-in/right-out with a splitter island.  

This package documents the Promenade Concept Plan, illustrative typical sections, a photo 
palette board, and an estimate of probable cost.
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