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“A Virginia Piedmont where people act on 
a belief that conservation is essential to 
creating and maintaining vibrant, healthy 
communities. A region that is character-
ized by connected natural and cultural 
landscapes, thriving villages, towns and 
cities, clean rivers and streams, and work-
ing farms and forests. A beautiful place 
where residents across all walks of life par-
ticipate in decisions about its future.”

During 2023, our efforts centered on the 
four key focus areas of our strategic plan:

Conserving and restoring the 
Piedmont’s lands and waters. The 
Virginia Piedmont is one of the great-
est conservation success stories in 
the nation, consisting of more than 
446,000 acres of private lands perma-
nently protected with conservation 
easements and approximately 150,000 
acres of federal, state and other publicly 

Dear Friends,

PEC’s work has never been more important than it is today. The Piedmont 
is experiencing extraordinary pressure from development, including the 
unparalleled magnitude of the data center industry in Virginia. At the same time, 

the opportunities to accelerate land conservation through leveraging federal, state, and 
private grant funding are greater than they have ever been in our 50-year history. In late 
2022, PEC’s Board of Directors adopted a new Strategic Plan to guide us through complex 
challenges and opportunities regarding conservation, restoration, smart growth and climate 
solutions while advancing our vision of:

managed conservation lands. Our goal 
is to protect an additional 100,000 acres 
with easements by 2030, which would 
achieve conservation of 30 percent of the 
Piedmont’s lands, concentrated along the 
Blue Ridge and the rivers and streams that 
flow to the Chesapeake Bay. We made sig-
nificant strides toward this goal in 2023, 
helping permanently protect more than 
6,300 acres of private lands while secur-
ing and advancing new grant funding for 
easements on working farms totaling over 
3,900 acres.

Creating stronger, more sustainable 
communities. In each of the nine 
Piedmont counties we serve, PEC works 
with local governments to balance growth 
and development with natural and cultural 
resource protection. In 2023, PEC’s 
experienced professional staff continued 
to delve into community development 
proposals, zoning applications, and 
comprehensive plan revisions, advocating 
for conservation, smart growth, improved 
livability, public access to open space, and 
increased transparency in the decision-
making process.

Shaping and advancing Virginia’s 
clean energy future. Recognizing the 
threat posed by the explosive growth in 
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COVER: VIEW FROM RAPPAHANNOCK COUNTY WITH  
THE BLUE RIDGE IN THE BACKGROUND. Photo by Hugh Kenny

VOLUNTEER TREE PLANTING AT J-TEAM DAIRY.  
Photo by Hugh Kenny



data centers to achieving our clean energy goals, as 
well as their profound impacts on communities, PEC 
is at the forefront in educating the public about data 
center development and advocating for solutions. We 
have also been expanding partnerships to advance solar 
development, with a focus on small-scale distributed 
solar facilities, as part of a broader set of clean energy 
solutions.

Setting an example through land ownership. 
PEC-owned properties showcase our vision, values, 
and practices to community members and partners, 
exemplifying our conservation ethic and cultivating 
an appreciation for nature. Whether we are holding 
property short-term, such as in Gordonsville, or in per-
petuity, such as at our Community Farm at Roundabout 
Meadows, our aim is to utilize these properties to ignite 
a stronger conservation ethic in our region.

More than a half century has passed since PEC was 
founded, and in that time — thanks to the generous 
support of friends and neighbors like you — we have 
made incredible strides in protecting and restoring this region we love. There is still much 
more work to be done. Thank you for your support, and please help us continue our efforts 
toward achieving a sustainable and thriving Virginia Piedmont for generations to come.

Sincerely,
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THE RURAL PIEDMONT, SEEN FROM THE PLAINS.  
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Easements Recorded in 2023

Conservation Easements

Publicly Owned Lands

Battlefield Areas

Historic Districts

Physiographic Regions of Virginia

Data source: Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation, 
Department of Historic Resources, County Governments, American 
Battlefield Protection Program,

Virginia's northern Piedmont remains an 
exceptional place, despite development 
pressures. Residents have been strongly 
supportive of protecting its scenic beauty, 
agricultural economy, thriving communities, 
and unparalleled significance to America's 
history.

Facilitating
Public Access

0 10 20
Miles

For decades, PEC has been working to expand 
people`s access to open spaces throughout the 
Piedmont. This map shows completed and in-
progress public access projects we have helped 
make possible.

Project Sites

Conservation Easements

Publicly Owned Lands

0 10 20
Miles

1 JK Black Oak Sanctuary

2 Chapman-DeMary Trail

3 Piedmont Memorial Overlook

4
Ambassador Whitehouse Trail & Appalachian Trail 
realignment

5 Aldie Assemblage

6 Gilberts Corner / Roundabout Meadows

7 Gilberts Corner Regional Park

8 Old Carolina Road Trail

9 Bull Run Mountains (various acquisitions)

10 Warrenton Greenway extension

11 Rappahannock County Park improvements

12 Sperryville Trail Network

13 Property donation to Shenandoah National Park

14 White Oak Canyon bridge replacement

15 Future Rappahannock Station Park

16 Rappahannock River Access in Remington

17 Rappahannock River Access in Rogers Ford

18 Rockwater - Yowell Meadow Connector Trail

19 Germanna - Siegen Forest

20 Mine Run

21 Entry Run

22 Gordonsville Park expansion

23 City Yard Rail Trail

24 Fifeville Community Trail

25 Pedestrian Bridge on Rivanna Trail (Woolen Mills)

26 Heyward Community Forest

27 Southwood / Biscuit Run Connector

28 Monticello Connector

29 Fifth Street Hub

30 Moore's Creek Greenway

31 Biscuit Run Trail
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Virginia's northern Piedmont remains an 
exceptional place, despite development 
pressures. Residents have been strongly 
supportive of protecting its scenic beauty, 
agricultural economy, thriving communities, 
and unparalleled significance to America's 
history.
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0 10 20
Miles

For decades, PEC has been working to expand 
people`s access to open spaces throughout the 
Piedmont. This map shows completed and in-
progress public access projects we have helped 
make possible.
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realignment

5 Aldie Assemblage

6 Gilberts Corner / Roundabout Meadows

7 Gilberts Corner Regional Park

8 Old Carolina Road Trail

9 Bull Run Mountains (various acquisitions)

10 Warrenton Greenway extension

11 Rappahannock County Park improvements

12 Sperryville Trail Network

13 Property donation to Shenandoah National Park

14 White Oak Canyon bridge replacement

15 Future Rappahannock Station Park

16 Rappahannock River Access in Remington

17 Rappahannock River Access in Rogers Ford

18 Rockwater - Yowell Meadow Connector Trail
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OPEN SPACE  •  WILDLIFE HABITAT  •  CLEAN WATER  •  RECREATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

SUGAR HOLLOW RESERVOIR IN ALBEMARLE COUNTY.  
Photo by Hugh Kenny

Conserving and Restoring 
the Piedmont’s Lands and Waters
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Carolyn Smith’s Madison County 
property has been on quite 
the journey since her parents 

first purchased the former cattle 
operation in 1965. Her donation of a 
129-acre conservation easement in late 
2023 came on the heels of decades of 
successful land stewardship begun by 
her parents and aided by a community 
of partners who helped restore and 
repair the land for wildlife habitat, 
pollinators and native plants. 

But back in 1965, Carolyn’s parents’ 
focus their first year in Madison was 
just to ramble over the acreage and 
get to know it. They found beautiful, 
native ephemerals in bloom, but lots of 
erosion and ravines from the cattle that 
used to graze their fields. So, they began 
the process of rejuvenation by turning 

to their Madison County Virginia 
Cooperative Extension agent and a 
local forester for help. 

“Because my parents loved nature and 
loved to be out of doors, they had a 
sense that they could improve the land,” 
Carolyn says. “Their appreciation of 
the beauty of the natural world and the 
interconnectedness of life [led them 
to] understand that what they did on 
the land and with the land would have 
impacts on a ton of other species.”

In the five decades between Carolyn’s 
first float on their ponds and 2016, 
when her parents passed away and she 
moved full time to the property, the 
landscape was transformed. The tens of 
thousands of tree seedlings she’d helped 
plant as a child had matured into forest, 

and native plantings filled the land. 

Friends of the Rappahannock’s Deputy 
Director, Bryan Hofmann first introduced 
Carolyn to the Piedmont Environmental 
Council during a tree-planting event 
on her property, knowing PEC could 
assist with the conservation easement 
that she, and her parents before her, had 
been thinking about for years. 

PEC’s Maggi Blomstrom worked with 
Carolyn to develop and complete 
the easement, which includes 
significant protections of Pass Run. 
But this isn’t the end for caring for 
the land, as Carolyn sees the land 
as a “living entity.” For example, she 
enthusiastically described the recent 
conversion of two former hayfields to 
native grass and wildflower meadows.

“For the rest of my life however long it’s 
going to be, my mission and my purpose 
is to give as much to the land as I can 
to restore its natural balance,” Carolyn 
says. “I feel like it’s such a worthwhile 
cause to dedicate it to.”

A cause worthwhile:  
establishing a legacy in Madison County

2023 Highlights

Conserving and Restoring the Piedmont’s Lands and Waters

	` For the past several years, PEC has 
been developing a landscape-scale 
forestland conservation project in 
Albemarle County by working with 
multiple landowners adjacent to 
Shenandoah National Park. In 2023, 
that project was awarded grant 
funds through the federal Forest 
Legacy Program, which will help us 
permanently protect more than 4,300 
acres adjacent to the park.

JUSTIN PROCTOR OF VIRGINIA WORKING LANDSCAPES 
AND OCTOBER GREENFIELD OF PEC CO-LEAD THE VIRGINIA 

GRASSLAND BIRD INITIATIVE. Photo by Hugh Kenny

CAROLYN SMITH ON HER MADISON COUNTY PROPERTY.  
Photo by Hugh Kenny

County

Acres protected 
in 2023*

by Conservation 
Easements

Total Acres*
protected by
Conservation 

Easements

Albemarle 2,065 113,370

Clarke 154 27,756

Culpeper 106 21,536

Fauquier 1,065 111,626

Greene 0 10,787

Loudoun 2,286 70,152

Madison 126 16,491

Orange 223 40,426

Rappahannock 289 33,951

PEC Region 6,315 446,096

6,315 Acres Protected in 2023

* Numbers are rounded

	` With additional funding in 2023, we expanded the 
Virginia Grassland Bird Initiative to 16 counties in 
the Virginia Piedmont, Blue Ridge and Shenandoah 
Valley. Led by PEC and Smithsonian’s Virginia 
Working Landscapes, this program pays farmers for 
delayed haying and rotational grazing practices that 
help protect nesting grassland birds and improve 
landscape resiliency. In 2023, 19 farmers formally 
enrolled 940 acres in the program, and another 10 
farmers enrolled 700 acres without incentives.
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	` As part of the Virginia Conservation 
Network, PEC successfully advocated 
for the Virginia General Assembly to 
increase funding for conservation 
in the state budget. The bipartisan 
wins included $5.5 million for the 
Culpeper Battlefields State Park and 
$286 million toward improving best 
management practices on farms with 
the goal of reducing runoff into local 
waterways.

	` PEC accelerated conservation 
of prime farmlands by leveraging 
funding available through the 
Agricultural Land Easement (ALE) 
program administered by the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture. During 
the past four years, we have secured 
$7.1 million in state and federal 
funding to advance nine ALE projects 
totaling 3,912 acres. Located in the 
upper Rappahannock watershed—an 
important farming hub at risk from 
non-agricultural development—these 
projects contribute significantly to 
our larger conservation goals. 

SITE OF THE FUTURE CULPEPER BATTLEFIELDS STATE PARK. 
Photo by Hugh Kenny

ANNE AND DRU CRAWLEY PROTECTED THEIR 63-ACRE PROPERTY IN  
WESTERN FAUQUIER WITH A CONSERVATION EASEMENT IN 2023. Photo by Hugh Kenny

	` PEC’s Krebser Fund for Rappahannock 
County Conservation awarded two 
grants for key programs improving 
land management and water quality 
in Rappahannock County. The 
Culpeper Soil and Water Conservation 
District received $50,000 for its 
financial incentive program supporting 
Rappahannock farmers who participate 
in stream exclusion practices. The 
Krebser Fund also awarded $25,000 
to Friends of the Rappahannock for 
riparian tree planting projects.

	` In 2023, PEC closed seven 
conservation easements 
encompassing 482 total acres. 
These properties will be stewarded in 
perpetuity through annual monitoring 
performed by PEC staff.

	` With support from The Volgenau 
Foundation and other donors, 
PEC’s Rappahannock-Rapidan 
Conservation Initiative expanded land 
protection in the upper Rappahannock 
watershed by more than 1,900 acres, 
including farmland and other critical 
lands.

	` In Greene County, through a 
partnership with American Farmland 
Trust (AFT), PEC is helping a young 
farmer acquire farmland through an 
innovative conservation easement 
project. Thanks to support from The 
Volgenau Foundation and grants 
from the federal Agricultural Land 
Easement program and Virginia 
Land Conservation Foundation, PEC 
has secured funds to purchase an 
easement on 229 acres of the Long 
Acre Farm. The farmer, Dustin Watson, 
is purchasing the property through 
a loan from AFT, which he will repay 
with the funds from the purchased 
easement.

6
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For decades, PEC has been 
collaborating with farmers and 
numerous partners to improve 

the health of local streams. These 
tributary streams flow into the Potomac,  
Rappahannock, ant York rivers, providing 
drinking water for millions of downstream 
residents, and are part of the Chesapeake 
Bay watershed. 

Trees, shrubs and other plantings along 
stream banks, called riparian buffers, are 
key to improving water quality and the 
health of stream and Bay ecosystems, 
because they capture and absorb polluting 
nutrients before they enter the waterways. 
PEC’s Plantings for the Piedmont program 
provides free technical assistance, trees and 
labor for restoring riparian buffers to private 
landowners in eight counties in the Potomac, 
Rappahannock, and York watersheds.

In 2023, with support from the National 
Fish and Wildlife Foundation and Virginia 
Environmental Endowment, Plantings 
for the Piedmont resulted in more than 
12,000 newly-planted stream-side trees and 
restoration of 43 acres of riparian buffers. 
Just as importantly, the program helped 
foster collaborative efforts with public 
agencies, nonprofit organizations and other 
partners to accelerate agricultural water 
quality improvements.

J-Team Dairy farm in Orange is owned and 
operated by the Elgin family, which has been 
farming in the Piedmont area for more than 
a century. In April, PEC’s Maggi Blomstrom 
and Linnea Stewart led 30 volunteers who 
planted trees along Potato Run at J-Team 
Dairy. Farm owners Molly Elgin McWilliams 
and Russell McWilliams joined in the 
planting, along with their two-year-old 
daughter, Halle. “I feel like it’s important 
for farmers to be good stewards of the land 
because we are the solution,” says Molly. 
“We need to be good stewards of the land 
because we’re the ones where it starts.”

The riparian buffer planting was part of a 
larger collaborative effort to assist farmers 
in increasing their operations’ profits as 
well as preventing soil loss and reducing 
nutrients entering local streams. Additional 
practices such as updated manure pits and 
new animal walkways will not only reduce 
pollution but also improve comfort for the 
220 cows in the Elgins’ farm operation. The 
J-Team Dairy project was led by the Alliance 
for the Chesapeake Bay with support from 
the USDA Natural Resources Conservation 
Service, Culpeper Soil and Water 
Conservation District, Maryland & Virginia 
Milk Producers Cooperative Association, 
Friends of the Rappahannock and PEC.

MOLLY ELGIN MCWILLIAMS AND HER DAUGHTER HALLE PLANTING  
A TREE AT THEIR J-TEAM DAIRY FARM. Photo by Hugh Kenny

Farmers join forces with PEC and 
partners to improve water quality

Conserving and Restoring the Piedmont’s Lands and Waters
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GREAT PLACES TO LIVE  •  CLEAN AIR  •  EVERYDAY WALKABILITY  •  HOUSING OPTIONS

DOWNTOWN CULPEPER AT DUSK.  
Photo by Hugh Kenny

Creating Stronger, 
More Sustainable Communities
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Within Rappahannock 
County’s extraordinary 
landscape of farms, forests, 

streams and historic villages, a network 
of community groups is working to 
expand and improve public access to 
its lands and waters. PEC is supporting 
these community-led projects so that 
local residents are empowered to lead 
while equipped with our extensive 
knowledge about available technical 
assistance and funding opportunities. 

In the village of Sperryville, residents 

and visitors now enjoy the Sperryville 
Trail Network, a 1.5-mile trail that 
threads along the Thornton River 
and connects Main Street with the 
village’s River District, as well as many 
other destinations. The trail—which 
is entirely on private land—got its 
start in 2019 thanks to the Sperryville 
Community Alliance, an all-volunteer 
nonprofit made up of village residents 
and business owners who promote 
activities to enhance the safety, 
inclusiveness and vitality of Sperryville. 

Meanwhile, near the Town 
of Washington, a group of 
local residents has been 
working for years to improve 
Rappahannock County 
Park, the only local public 
park in the county. The 

Rappahannock County Recreational 
Facilities Authority (RCRFA), a 
volunteer local advisory council, has 
been developing plans and putting in 
hundreds of hours of on-the-ground 
work to improve public access, remove 
invasive species and restore native 
wildlife habitat. 

Over the years, PEC’s Krebser Fund for 
Rappahannock County Conservation 
has provided funding to RCRFA for 
trail improvements and management 
planning, as well as to the Sperryville 
Community Alliance for trail vision 
and management plans. PEC has also 
helped both groups identify other 
funding sources and prepare grant 
proposals. With PEC’s encouragement, 
the Alliance and RCFRA have begun 
collaborating to share information, 
lessons learned, and support one 
another’s projects and fundraising. 
In 2023, for example, the County 
received a grant from the Virginia 

Department of Forestry’s Community 
and Urban Forestry program to 
improve Rappahannock County Park. 
The successful grant was written 
with insight from the Sperryville 
Community Alliance, which had 
received a DOF Urban Forestry grant in 
2022 with PEC support.

A focus of both the Alliance and 
RCRFA has been to remove invasive 
vegetation along the Thornton River 
and Rush River, respectively, and 
restore native tree canopy. With 
assistance from PEC, Friends of the 
Rappahannock and other partners, they 
have made considerable on-the-ground 
progress, including native tree planting 
volunteer events during the fall at the 
Sperryville Trail and Rappahannock 
County Park. Drawing on the power 
of partnerships, their efforts are both 
restoring natural areas and expanding 
public access for all to enjoy these open 
spaces.

The power of partnerships in Rappahannock

2023 Highlights

Creating Stronger, More Sustainable Communities

	` Following the controversial approval of the Amazon 
data center in Warrenton, PEC continues to monitor 
site development plan submissions to hold Amazon 
accountable to the standards set when the special use 
permit was approved. We also participated actively in 
Fauquier County’s process of developing a new policy 
that discourages data center development outside 
of service districts, away from existing infrastructure 
and on properties that are not currently zoned for data 
center development. VOLUNTEERS AT A CLEAN-UP NEAR BISCUIT RUN. Photo by Peter Krebs

BONNIE BEERS, GEORGE GARDNER AND 
TORNEY VAN ACKER WITH PEC’S LAURA 
O’BRIEN AT RAPPAHANNOCK COUNTY PARK.  
Photo by Hugh Kenny

	` PEC is collaborating with the Southwood community 
in Albemarle County to develop a new trail connection 
across Biscuit Run to Biscuit Run Park. With a grant from 
the Anne & Gene Worrell Foundation, PEC hired a local 
engineering firm to help envision a well-designed bridge 
that connects Southwood residents to both the new park 
and the area’s trail network, which provides access to jobs, 
schools and shopping centers.
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	` In Loudoun County, PEC’s work on the 
zoning ordinance rewrite continues as 
we advocate for the preservation of 
prime agricultural soils—a vital natural 
resource being rapidly lost to suburban 
development—and for more big-picture 
consideration of data center approvals in 
the county.

	` In Clarke County, PEC worked to ensure 
that the conservation of valuable rural 
lands and waterways was taken into 
consideration as the County rewrote 
its zoning ordinance in 2023. We also 
tracked and contributed to the public 
dialogue around the Carter Hall special 
use permit application that came before 
the Planning Commission.

	` Albemarle County has been updating 
its comprehensive plan, which will 
have important implications for growth, 
development, transportation, natural 
resources, housing and more over 
the next 20 years. One of PEC’s major 
concerns has been the de-emphasis of 

the rural areas of the county—important 
to local drinking water supply, wildlife 
habitat, working farms that provide food 
security, and landscape resiliency against 
a changing climate. Thanks to advocacy 
by PEC and other partners, the plan 
has retained a Rural Area chapter that 
recommends adoption of a Rural Area 
land use plan.

	` PEC worked with local groups to 
recommend that Greene County create 
a task force or work group to advise 
on planning for the rural areas in the 
County’s comprehensive plan. PEC 
also encouraged Protect Rural Greene 
to submit a comment letter to the 
County against a proposal to add cluster 
subdivisions in the rural areas in the 
comprehensive plan. Cluster subdivisions, 
a method of suburban development 
that aims to preserve greenspace, are 
not endorsed by PEC in agricultural and 
conservation zoning districts.

	` In Madison County, a committee of 

residents and representatives from the 
Planning Commission and Board of 
Supervisors continues to work on the 
comprehensive plan review. PEC has been 
advocating for meaningful public input 
opportunities. Additionally, we continue 
to monitor development proposals, such 
as for utility-scale solar and event centers, 
to ensure they are sited in a way that is 
compatible with the rural landscape. 

	` In Culpeper County, PEC and the 
Stevensburg community were able to 
get the “Commerce and Innovation” 
designation removed from the future land 
use map. This designation was meant 
to encourage data center development, 
and its removal led to the withdrawal 
of a data center application for historic 
Brandy Station. PEC’s efforts also led to 
the removal of the “Rural Transition Area” 
sited for Brandy Station, a designation that 
would have led to future growth in the 
area.

	` In March, PEC and the Coalition for 
Smarter Growth (CSG) organized a 
forum, “Creating Walkable Piedmont 
Communities.” Held in downtown 
Culpeper, the event featured local success 
stories in building more walkable, bike-
friendly communities and was attended 
by local staff, community leaders, and 
elected leaders throughout the region. 
CSG subsequently published a resource 
guide to help local governments find 
funding to improve active transportation 
in their communities.

	` First launched in 2006, PEC’s biennial  
Buy Fresh Buy Local guides help 
consumers find local products and help 
build relationships between growers, 
restaurants and institutions. Last year, PEC 
distributed our 2023-2024 edition of the 
guides covering the Charlottesville area, 
Northern Piedmont region and Loudoun 
County to 310,000+ homes. These guides 
collectively list 580 local food producers 
and distributors. 

THE TOWN OF MADISON AND NEARBY FORESTS AND PROTECTED LANDS IN MADISON COUNTY. Photo by Hugh Kenny

BILL PUGH OF THE COALITION FOR SMARTER  
GROWTH SPEAKS AT THE WALKABLE PIEDMONT  
COMMUNITIES FORUM. Photo by Hugh Kenny
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In April 2023, despite 
overwhelming community 
opposition, the Orange County 

Board of Supervisors voted to approve 
the 2,600-acre Wilderness Crossing 
proposal. This development represents 
the largest rezoning in the county’s 
history and could include 5,000 
residential units as well as over five 
million square feet of data center and/
or distribution center space. Because 
of nondisclosure agreements (NDAs) 
signed by County officials, fundamental 
aspects of the development, such as 
the number of proposed data centers, 
were not divulged even to the County’s 
Planning Commissioners. 

In October, PEC filed a Virginia 
Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) 
lawsuit against Orange County for 
improperly denying public access to 
the NDAs and any other documents 
pertaining to Wilderness Crossing. 
By the end of the year, the lawsuit 
concluded without a court hearing 
after the County turned over 
NDAs signed by 10 local officials, 
including four members of the Board 
of Supervisors, “for the benefit of 
Amazon.com, Inc. and its affiliates,” 
and other materials. The improperly 

withheld documents confirmed 
suspicions that Amazon Web Services 
is the business behind at least one 
component of the Wilderness Crossing 
proposal. The documents also indicate 
that County officials failed to ask any 
hard questions about the amount of 
power or water needed to support any 
proposed data centers. 

Virginia law recognizes the public’s 
right to information about pending 
land use decisions, as these decisions 
shape the quality of life in our 
communities. If Orange County’s FOIA 
violation had been allowed to stand, it 
would have set a detrimental precedent 
for communities across Virginia.

PEC remains steadfast in our 
commitment to transparency in 
governance. We believe the outcome 
we achieved in Orange County will 
resonate across the Commonwealth, 
reinforcing the imperative nature of 
FOIA compliance and openness in 
local government; and compelling 
public officials to adhere to a balanced 
and informed democratic process.

Navigating the wilderness: 
striving for transparency  
in land use decisions

Creating Stronger, More Sustainable Communities

AERIAL VIEW OF PROPOSED WILDERNESS CROSSING 
DEVELOPMENT SITE. Photo by Hugh Kenny
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EXPANDED SOLAR OPTIONS  •  PLANNING FOR ENERGY DEMAND  •  LOWER ENERGY BILLS

TRANSMISSION LINES IN LOUDOUN COUNTY.  
Photo by Hugh Kenny

Shaping and Advancing 
Virginia’s Clean Energy Future
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Virginia is undergoing an 
unprecedented economic, 
technological and 

environmental transformation, all 
centered on the activities of one 
industry: data centers. This massive 
industry is continuing to grow 
extremely fast, requiring huge amounts 
of energy and new transmission lines, 
as well as intensively consuming scarce 
land and water resources. Without 
improved planning and policies, this 
explosive growth of data centers 
threatens to derail state efforts to meet 
climate goals, improve air and water 

quality, advance land conservation and 
protect national and state parks.

PEC has been at the forefront in 
educating residents, community 
groups, local and state staff and elected 
leaders about data center growth and 
associated energy infrastructure, and 
in developing solutions. Throughout 
the year, PEC supported community-
based efforts throughout the Piedmont 
to address data center proposals, such 
as Digital Gateway in Prince William. 
PEC’s Land Use Director, Julie 
Bolthouse, led educational workshops 
for nonprofit partners, local planners 

and other stakeholders about best 
practices in planning for data centers.

During the fall, PEC and our 
community partners held four “Town 
Hall” meetings in different areas of the 
Piedmont, attended by more than 1,000 
people. At these community meetings, 
PEC and our partners have shared what 
we’ve learned about the potential for 
new transmission lines proposed in the 
Piedmont and surrounding areas, and 
educated residents about the decision 
making processes behind data center 
development and energy transmission, 
and how they can get involved.

In December, PEC, the National Parks 
Conservation Association and more than 
20 community-based, environmental, 
conservation, historic preservation, 
and climate advocacy groups launched 
the Virginia Data Center Reform 
Coalition. Together, we are urging the 

state to study the cumulative effects of 
data center development on the state’s 
electrical grid, water resources, air 
quality and land conservation efforts, 
and to institute several common-sense 
regulatory and rate-making reforms. 
At the urging of the coalition, Virginia 
took the first step to launch a formal 
study in 2024 of the cumulative 
costs and impacts of data center 
development on the state’s electrical 
grid, water resources, air quality, and 
land conservation efforts through the 
Joint Legislative and Audit Review 
Commission.

Data centers are a modern reality. 
Developing effective solutions to 
regulate them will require a concerted, 
collaborative effort. Thanks to the 
determination and resilience of 
communities and groups throughout the 
Commonwealth, we made important 
strides in 2023 to set Virginia on a better 
course of planning for data centers and 
energy infrastructure.

Developing solutions to  
better plan for data centers

Shaping and Advancing Virginia’s Clean Energy Future

PEC “TOWN HALL” MEETING IN UPPERVILLE.  
Photo by Hugh Kenny

A GOOGLE DATA CENTER IN LOUDOUN COUNTY. Photo by Hugh Kenny
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	` PEC helped lead a successful campaign 
to stop a variance proposed by the state 
Department of Environmental Quality that 
would have allowed data centers to run 
polluting diesel generators in violation of 
state air pollution regulations. Action alerts 
and other outreach by PEC and partners 
helped engender hundreds of comments 
from residents pointing out the potentially 
disastrous effects of the variance on air 
quality and public health, and led to the 
withdrawal of the proposal.

	` In August, PEC’s Julie Bolthouse led a 
webinar sponsored by the Virginia Chapter 
of the American Planning Association (APA) 
about best practices when planning for data 
centers. PEC has also provided educational 
presentations for community groups in 
Loudoun, Fauquier, Culpeper, Orange 
and the Richmond area that are dealing 
with large-scale data center development 
proposals. In November, PEC organized 
and hosted a two-day workshop featuring 
an expert guest speaker on “Data Center 
Sustainability and Efficiency.”

MEMBERS OF THE VIRGINIA DATA CENTER REFORM COALITION MEET AT PEC’S HEADQUARTERS IN JULY. Photo by Hugh Kenny

SOLAR PANELS INSTALLED THROUGH SOLARIZE PIEDMONT ON A HOME IN WARRENTON. 
Photo by Hugh Kenny

	` In 2023, PEC produced a 
video outlining the explosive 
growth of the data center 
industry and its major 
challenges in Virginia. The 
video received over 11,000 
views within its first month 
on YouTube.

	` In November, PEC’s 
Ashish Kapoor spoke 
with local youth at the 
Virginia Dominion Energy 
Envirothon training, a team-
based natural resources 
competition for high school students. Ashish also spoke on a follow-up panel with two 
of the judges to prepare students for the competition.

	` In the fall, PEC sponsored a discussion tailored 
to local government staff on SolSmart, a 
nationally certified designation process for 
solar, with a focus on community and rooftop 
solar. Featuring speakers from the Virginia 
Department of Energy and Great Plains Institute, 
the discussion was attended by numerous 
local government representatives interested 
in making their community a “SolSmart” 
community.

	` Following state legislation passed in 2022, PEC 
is collaborating with environmental groups, 
farm and forestry officials, solar developers, 
utilities and local governments to establish 
better siting and mitigation standards for 
utility-scale solar projects on farm and forest 
lands.

	` In summer 2023, we again led the Solarize 
Piedmont initiative with the Local Energy 
Alliance Program (LEAP), creating a video and 
blog posts to educate our membership on 
new incentives to install solar, batteries and EV 
chargers. More than 700 households signed up 
for quotes, and 99 households completed solar 
installations through Solarize Piedmont in 2023.
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PEC has been expanding partnerships 
to advance solar development across 
the region. On November 14, for 

example, 80 participants gathered at Kildee 
Farms in Culpeper for PEC’s workshop on 
the substantial financial incentives available 
for solar on agricultural lands. These include 
the USDA Renewable Energy for America 
Program (REAP), which pays for up to 
50% of a farm’s renewable energy or energy 
efficiency project, as well as federal tax credits 
and solar renewable energy certificates. 
Audience members thoroughly enjoyed talks 
by local farmer Robert Ellis, of Clifton Farms 
in Rixeyville, and Kevin Powers, owner of 
Powers Brewery in Midland, about “DIY” and 
developer-installed solar at their properties 
and the benefits they provide. Attendees also 
heard from three local developers of small-
scale solar facilities, and many subsequently 
signed up to get estimates for solar 
installations. 

At the state level, PEC has been collaborating 
with partners in the Virginia Conservation 
Network to lower the barriers that Virginia 
residents and businesses often confront when 
trying to install solar projects. For example, 
developed areas such as parking lots and 
commercial rooftops have huge potential to 
harvest energy from the sun. Ahead of the 2024 
General Assembly session, with leadership 
by PEC’s Energy and Climate Senior Policy 
Analyst Ashish Kapoor, PEC helped develop 

a proposed pilot program to incentivize 
distributed solar canopies on parking lots.

On a national level, PEC is assisting in 
developing a national consensus position on 
solar siting as part of a work group within the 
“Uncommon Dialogue” process announced in 
December, based on our lead role in solar siting 
in Virginia and within the land conservation 
community.  Uncommon Dialogue is a 
convening of industry, environmental and 
conservation stakeholders to develop a 
common framework to accelerate renewable 
energy development that advances holistic 
conservation and climate resilience goals. 
One of its objectives is to reduce the pressure 
on prime farm soils and intact forested areas 
and develop national and state strategies for 
mitigation that accelerate natural solutions to 
climate change.

“In light of climate change, it’s never been 
more important to get a handle on how all 
the big-picture factors interact with one 
another,” says Ashish. “That includes the 
climate, community, energy creation, and 
the transmission to get that energy to its 
users, whether they be homes, businesses or, 
increasingly, data centers. How we meet these 
challenges, while also protecting our land and 
natural resources for future generations, will 
ultimately be our legacy.”

Developing new partnerships 
for solar development

Shaping and Advancing Virginia’s Clean Energy Future

ASHISH KAPOOR PRESENTING AT A “SOLAR ON THE FARM” WORKSHOP. 
Photo by Hugh Kenny
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FOOD PRODUCTION  •  LAND MANAGEMENT PRACTICES  •  PUBLIC ACCESS  •  COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

PEC’S COMMUNITY FARM AT ROUNDABOUT MEADOWS.  
Photo by Hugh Kenny

Setting an Example 
Through Land Ownership
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Since 2016, PEC has been working 
with the Town of Gordonsville to 
help develop a network of parks 

and trails in its historic downtown area. 
In tandem with community outreach 
activities and successful fundraising 
efforts, PEC has collaborated with the 
Town and neighboring landowners to 
acquire land to allow for the expansion 
of Gordonsville Park and the develop-
ment of a downtown trail network.

Located just two blocks off Main Street, 
Gordonsville (formerly Verling) Park 
is a seminal place for local residents.  It 
has the only public pool in the county, 
which, in its heyday, was also one of the 
only integrated public pools between 
Fredericksburg and Charlottesville. But 
the pool and other park facilities have 
been in need of updating, and there 
are no sidewalks connecting the park 

with the nearby neighborhoods and 
downtown businesses. A checkerboard 
of vacant and available properties held 
an opportunity to expand the park to an 
entire block and connect it to Firemen’s 
Fairgrounds, which is owned and 
managed by the Gordonsville Volunteer 
Fire Company for community events. 

Working with the nonprofit Town to 
Trail, PEC helped raise funds from 
the Virginia Outdoors Foundation and 
other donors to purchase two adjacent 
properties. At the same time, the Town 
to Trail partnership was convening 
community meetings where residents 
developed their vision for a revitalized 
park. That vision was incorporated in 
design plans that include an overhaul 
of the swimming pool area, a new plaza 
entrance, a circuit of fitness stations, 
an updated playground and enhanced 

stormwater 
management. 

With this strong 
community support, 
the Town was poised 
to find investors 
to implement the 
vision. In 2022, the 
federal Land and 
Water Conservation 
Fund awarded Gordonsville a grant to 
revitalize the park and connect it with 
other green spaces in the downtown 
area. 

In 2023, the project arrived at another 
milestone when PEC officially 
transferred the two adjacent properties 
to the Town of Gordonsville, which has 
recorded deeds of dedication ensuring 
that the lands remain public open space 
in perpetuity. The acquisitions enable 

the town to expand the park’s footprint, 
connect it to Firemen’s Fairgrounds, 
construct a regulation-sized swimming 
pool, install new park features and 
better connect the park to surrounding 
neighborhoods. 

“I’m grateful for how the community 
has come together to expand the park,” 
said Gordonsville Mayor Robert Coiner. 
“The expanded park footprint flows 
through the neighborhood and makes it 
more accessible for all.”

Creating new connections  
to parks and trails in Gordonsville

Setting an Example Through Land Ownership

GORDONSVILLE PARK (CENTER) AND ADJACENT NEIGHBORHOODS  
NEAR THE HISTORIC DOWNTOWN. Photo by Marco Sanchez

THE PIEDMONT MEMORIAL OVERLOOK. Photo by Chris Miller

2023 Highlights

	` Twenty-three years after being purchased by PEC with assistance from local families and 
foundations, the Piedmont Memorial Overlook is a showcase for conservation, habitat 
restoration and public access to nature. This past year, our Piedmont Memorial Overlook 
Advisory Committee approved an updated five-year plan for managing the 50-acre 
property, focusing on five key elements: memorializing conservation leadership, native 
biodiversity, education and public outreach, public access and preservation of cultural 
resources. On-the-ground work continues and includes prescribed burns, removal of 
invasives and the installation of educational signage.
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ALDIE ASSEMBLAGE AS SEEN FROM ABOVE. Photo by Hugh Kenny

LAURA BOOTH AND MARY BARTLETT ARE THE STEWARDS OF THE LARSON 
NATIVE PLANT GARDEN AT PEC’S WARRENTON OFFICE. Photo by Hugh Kenny

FRESH STRAWBERRIES AT THE GILBERTS CORNER FARMERS MARKET. 
Photo by Hugh Kenny

	` In the unincorporated village of Aldie in Loudoun County, 
a few miles west of Gilberts Corner, sits a 6.42 acre 
property colloquially known as the Aldie Assemblage. 
With a remarkable array of natural, historic and cultural 
resources, the property represents an incredible 
opportunity for conservation but has long faced 
development threats. In December, PEC entered into a 
contract with Loudoun County to purchase the property 
for $600,000. Upon acquisition of the property, PEC will 
take steps to (1) realize the restoration of the property’s 
historic Tavern Building; (2) protect the property’s 
numerous natural and historic features; and (3) create 
opportunities for public access to the property, the Little 
River and beyond. This exciting project will take years to 
come to fruition. We hope you will stay tuned throughout 
the journey of its completion. 

	` The Gilberts Corner Farmers Market, owned by PEC 
since 2019, enjoyed another successful year providing 
surrounding residents with access to local food and fiber. 
In 2023, PEC took over day-to-day management of the 
popular weekend market with leadership by Jen Wilkins, 
who has been working to improve operations and attract 
more locally based farm producers. Additionally, PEC has 
made strides to evaluate the repair or replacement of the 
building on site and improvement of accessibility to the 
property. Throughout 2023, PEC worked with Main Street 
Architects of Berryville and structural engineers, Painter-
Lewis of Winchester, to create a record of the existing 
structure and architectural details, recommend next steps 
with the building and evaluate the interior details for 
potential reuse.

	` Since acquiring our headquarters office property in Old 
Town Warrenton in 1993, PEC has transformed the small 
historic farmhouse, built in 1784, into a sustainable and 
energy efficient community hub while simultaneously 
maintaining its historic integrity. In 2018, “The Larson 
Native Plant Garden” was completed with plants sourced 
from local nurseries. Today, the garden functions as a 
demonstration site for creating wildlife habitat in relatively 
small urban and suburban spaces. In 2023, PEC’s 
headquarters hosted numerous community and partner 
meetings as well as a holiday party for our members in 
December.
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Located at the intersection of Routes 15 
and 50 in southern Loudoun County, 
the lands at Gilberts Corner act as 

the gateway to the rural Piedmont and have 
long been a focal point for PEC’s conservation 
efforts. Eleven years ago, PEC acquired the 
141-acre Roundabout Meadows property. In 
2019, PEC built on this conservation success by 
launching the Community Farm at Roundabout 
Meadows, an eight-acre farm including 3.5 
acres of vegetable production and one acre of 
orchard and berries.

The Community Farm is a place where 
individuals of all ages can gather to learn and 
give back to those in need. Throughout most 
of the year, PEC hosts groups of volunteers 
who plant, grow, harvest and pack fruits and 
vegetables, all of which we donate to local food 
banks in Loudoun and Clarke counties. In 2023, 
514 volunteers donated more than 1,000 hours 
of their time to help us grow and harvest more 
than 36,000 pounds of fresh food for food-
insecure residents. PEC also leads educational 
workshops at the Farm about regenerative 
farming, improving soil health, composting and 
other topics.

The farm seeks to model best land management 
practices by balancing vegetable production 
with systems that build fertility and soil health 
while mitigating negative environmental 
impacts. We utilize crop rotation, extensive 
cover cropping, and low-tillage to reduce 
the need for off-farm inputs, pesticides, and 

fungicides. Extensive soil testing allows us to 
reduce runoff into the nearby stream while 
maintaining the optimal growing conditions for 
our vegetables using organic amendments. In 
2023, we invested in a new tractor implement to 
reduce soil compaction and improve overall soil 
structure in our growing areas. 

2023 also saw the launch of the farm’s first 
internship program, which provided an 
immersive on-the-job experience in the daily 
operations of the community farm for three 
college-age students. Working at the farm 
throughout the summer, the interns were 
involved in all facets of the farm, including core 
agricultural functions such as planting, weeding 
and harvesting as well as helping coordinate 
volunteers.

Growing Food and Community 
at Roundabout Meadows

Setting an Example Through Land Ownership

Volunteering at the PEC farm has been 
such a rewarding experience. I have 
had the opportunity to spend time on 
a beautiful piece of property and learn 
more about plants and gardening through 
hands on experiences. Best of all, when the 
harvesting is done, I know that my work 
has contributed to better nutrition and 
hope for the less fortunate by providing 
fresh produce to the area food bank.” 

— Mary Peterson, COMMUNITY FARM VOLUNTEER

“

COMMUNITY FARM COORDINATOR, TEDDY PITSIOKOS,  
EDUCATING THE NEXT GENERATION. Photo by Mitchell Pittman
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The Piedmont 
Foundation

E stablished to hold and manage special funds in support of PEC, the Piedmont Foundation assures PEC’s 
capacity to respond to key opportunities and challenges as they arise and to fulfill our core mission over the long 
term. A separate 509(a)3 charitable organization, the Foundation accepts gifts of cash, securities, property and 

appreciated assets. The Foundation also offers opportunities for tax-advantaged planned gifts, including trusts, bequests 
and life income plans.

Protectors of 
the Piedmont
$100,000+
Mr. and Mrs. John H. Birdsall, III

Champions of 
the Piedmont
$10,000 - $24,999
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Borger*

Mr. and Mrs. John P. Merrill Jr.

Virginia Department of 
Conservation and Recreation*

Virginia Outdoors Foundation*

Wrinkle In Time Foundation*

Alan and Irene Wurtzel*

Stewards of 
the Piedmont
$5,000 - $9,999
Elizabeth Plentovich 
and Howard Kelly*

Patrons of 
the Piedmont
$1,000 - $4,999
Animal Allies*

Anne and Dru Crawley*

Lynx Investment Advisory LLC

Anonymous

Supporters of 
the Piedmont
$500 - $999
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Garrahan

John and Sharon Odenkirk

Ms. Beverly Stickles

Friends of 
the Piedmont
$100 - $499
Morgan and Joanne Duncan

Robert and Ann Greenlee

Mr. and Mrs. Michael W. Isel, III

Ms. Aubrey Johnson

Mr. Patrick Kavanagh

David V. Mangano

Sharon Ober

Mrs. Selena Smart and 
Mr. David Morris

Contributors to the  
Piedmont Foundation

* Conservation Stewardship Fund

	` Conservation Stewardship Fund  
(Board Directed)

	` Legal Defense Fund—"Evergreen"  
(Donor Directed)

	` General Endowment Fund

	` Piedmont Memorial Overlook Fund 

	` Albemarle County Land Conservation 

	` Officers Endowment Fund

	` Albemarle General Endowment Fund

	` Backer Endowment Fund

	` Land Conservation Officers Endowment Fund

	` Backer CRUT Fund

Bull Run Mountains Land Conservation Fund

Clarke County Land Conservation Fund

Culpeper County Land Conservation Fund

Greene County Land Conservation Fund

Krebser Fund for Rappahannock County Conservation

Madison County Land Conservation Fund

Orange County Land Conservation Fund

James M. Rowley Goose Creek Land Conservation Fund

Julian Scheer Fauquier Land Conservation Fund

Currently, the Piedmont Foundation manages funds in the following categories:

	` Land Conservation Fund (Donor Directed)

	 Within this fund, the following Regional Land Conservation  
Funds have been established:

Mark Ohrstrom, 
President

Trevor Potter, 
Vice President

Charles Akre, 
Secretary-Treasurer

David Aldrich*

John H. Birdsall, III

Chris McLean

George Ohrstrom, II*

Jean Perin*

Diana Prince
* Ex-Officio

Piedmont Foundation  
Board of Directors 2023/2024



contributions
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With much gratitude, PEC presents the names of individuals, families, foundations, 

businesses and organizations that supported The Piedmont Environmental Council during 2023. Although we 

do not have the space to honor everyone, we are extremely grateful for the generosity of each of our members. 

We offer sincere thanks for your ongoing commitment to protecting and promoting the Piedmont region.

Contributions

Protectors of 
the Piedmont
$100,000 +

Agua Fund, Inc.

William M. Backer Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. J. Sheldon Clark

The August Heid Trust, Bank 

of America, N.A., Trustee

Mrs. Jacqueline B. Mars

National Fish and 

Wildlife Foundation

George L. Ohrstrom II

Ms. Jean Perin

Prince Charitable Trusts

The Volgenau Foundation

Wrinkle In Time Foundation

Anonymous (2)

Guardians of 
the Piedmont
$50,000 - $99,999

Altria

Molly and Robert Hardie

The Luminescence 
Foundation, Inc.

George L. Ohrstrom, 
Jr. Foundation

Karin and Mark Ohrstrom

Ms. S. Sonjia Smith

U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency

Virginia Outdoors Foundation

Richard B. Warren Living Trust

Anne & Gene Worrell 
Foundation

Defenders of 
the Piedmont
$25,000 - $49,999

Mrs. J.W. Abel Smith

AstraZeneca

Brendan and Helen Bechtel

Mr. and Mrs. John 
H. Birdsall, III

Keith Campbell Foundation 
for the Environment

Ms. Barbara H. Chacour

James C. Collins and 
Virginia Donelson

Danville Regional Foundation

The Farkas Family Foundation

Mrs. Michela Gorham

Eugene Gulland and 
Elizabeth Ellers

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas 
L. Higginson, Jr.

James L. Kleeblatt 
Memorial Foundation

The Lazar Foundation

The Honorable Mary 
V. Mochary

Sacharuna Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Mike Smith

Laurie Louise Volk

Wells Fargo Foundation

Anonymous

Champions of 
the Piedmont
$10,000 - $24,999

Tom Akre and Erika 
Gonzalez-Akre

Aldie Heritage Association

Ms. Anita Antenucci

Ann Mudge Backer

The Barcroft Foundation

Mrs. Queta Bond

Mr. and Mrs. B. Tim Brookshire

Mr. and Mrs. Childs F. Burden

Ms. Susan Butler and 
Mr. Robert Elder

Carol and Landon Butler
PLAYING IN CEDAR RUN DURING THE 2023 BLUEBELL WALK AT BONNY BROOK FARM.  
Photo by Hugh Kenny



22

The Cheek Family Foundation

Brian and Lucy Conboy

Cornell Lab of Ornithology

Peter and Betsy Corsell

Michael and Karen Crane

Mrs. Aileen B. Crawford

Jess and Sherri Crawford

Ms. Andrea B. Currier

Steven J. Dahllof and 
Thomas S. Foster

George de Garmo

Mrs. Frances Massey Dulaney

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas 

F. Dungan, Jr.

Glenn and Natalie Epstein

Dr. Steven Epstein and 

Ms. Cary Brown

Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Ferrari

Fifth Generation Inc.

Foodshed Capital

Friends of the Piedmont

Cynthia and John Grano

The Helen Clay Frick 

Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J. Hill

Lynne and Joseph Horning

Mr. and Mrs. Carl Hutton

Jacquemin Family Foundation

Virginia Jenkins

Mark and Anne Logan

Bonnie Mattingly

Dr. and Mrs. Gregory May

Medway Charitable Trust

Mr. and Mrs. Christopher 
G. Miller

Jeanne and Michael Morency

Jeff and Julie Morrill

James Iker and Hayes Nuss

Mr. and Mrs. Christopher 
Ohrstrom

The Orvis Company

PATH Foundation

Mrs. Nicole Perry and 
Mr. Andrew Stifler

The Raines Family Fund

Marie W. Ridder

Barbara and David Roux

Mr. Truman T. Semans

Thomas and Talbot 
Estate Properties, Inc.

U.S. Forest Service

Valley Dale Fund

Virginia Environmental 
Endowment

Virginia’s United Land 
Trusts (VaULT)

Mr. and Mrs. Adalbert 
von Gontard III

Ms. Virginia S. Warner

WestWind Foundation

Lauren and René Woolcott

Anonymous

Stewards of 
the Piedmont
$5,000 - $9,999

Mr. Peter Arundel

The Austin Foundation

Bama Works Fund of 
Dave Matthews Band at 
the Charlottesville Area 
Community Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Bernard

Black Dog Foundation

Cornelia W. Bonnie 
Revocable Trust

Mary Buford and Fred Hitz

Mr. Thomas Burk

Charlottesville Area 
Community Foundation

Clean Virginia

Leslie and Andrew Cockburn

Mrs. Bertrand Collomb

Cornell University

Louise and William 
C. Crane, III

Mr. and Mrs. John B. Denegre

Duffy Family Foundation

Dun Foundation

Farm Credit of the 
Virginias, ACA

Mr. and Mrs. Greg Fazakerley

Ms. Jane Fisher

Friends of the Rappahannock

Anjana Ghosh and 
Sumit Bhatnagar

Mr. Jay Golding and 
Ms. Tia Schurecht

Mr. Stephen Graham and 
Mrs. Laura Bickford

John and Melissa Gray

Mr. George Grayson and 
Ms. Maria Tousimis

Mr. and Mrs. W. 
Cabell Grayson

Cindy Greer

Ms. Georgia Herbert and 
Mr. Kenneth Garrett

Mr. and Mrs. Loren W. Hershey

Ms. Mary Howell

Ms. Meg Keeley and 
Mr. Khris Baxter

Mr. and Mrs. Brian Krebs

Mr. Bryce Lingo

Mr. and Mrs. Charles 
G. Mackall, Jr.

Scott and Carla MacLeod

John and Susan McCarthy

Betty Rossell McGowin 
Charitable Trust

Ms. Katherine McLeod

The Musser Family Fund

Ms. Jessica Nagle and Mr. 
Roland Hartley-Urquhart

Mrs. Kimbrough K. Nash

Neall Family Charitable Fund

Oakwood Foundation

Mr. Kevin Passarello and 
Mrs. Carla Passarello

Michael and Susan Pillsbury

Kennedy Anne Prentiss

John Richardson

The Rimora Foundation

ANJANA GHOSH AND SUMIT BHATNAGAR AT PEC’S FARM-TO-TABLE DINNER AT OAKWOOD. Photo by Hugh Kenny
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Roger Sant and Doris Matsui

Ms. Fiona Seager

Mr. Milton Sender

Mrs. Jocelyn Sladen

John R. Staelin and 
Elizabeth F. Locke

Mike and Margrete Stevens

Mavis and Zebulon Taintor

Dr. and Mrs. David Vos

The Westchester Foundation

Mrs. James L. Wiley, Jr.

Cabell and Katherine Williams

Alan and Irene Wurtzel

Anonymous (5)

Patrons of 
the Piedmont
$1,000 - $4,999

Ms. Betty Smith Adams

Loretta Addi

Dr. Samantha Ahdoot

David Alberswerth 
and Cary Ridder

Aldie Ruritan Club

Jennifer and David Aldrich

Drs. Kent Allen and Rae Stone

Alliant Insurance Services, Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. Christopher 
Ambrose

American Farmland Trust

American Foundation

Frederick and 
Christine Andreae

Kacky Andrews and 
Mark Burget

Scott and Jennifer Andrews

Jim and Nathalie Andrews

Miss Susan C. Babcock

Ms. Constance S. Barker

Ruthe R. Battestin

Drs. Karl M. and 
Teressa C. Beier

Mr. Mark D. Betts and 
Mrs. Shelley Slade

Katherine Birdsall and 
Karl Pfefferkorn

Dr. Andrew Bishop and 
Mrs. Jane C. Bishop

Matthew and Barbara Black

Mr. and Mrs. David Blanchard

Governor and Mrs. Matt Blunt

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Borger

Brooks Jefferson Bowen

Mr. and Mrs. Donald Brennan

Gretchen and Boris Brevnov

Julie and Ike Broaddus

Mr. Andrea and Jennifer 
Bullard Broggini

Catherine W. Brown

Constance and Thomas Bruce

Brzezinski Family Foundation

Timothy and Melanie Burch

Becky Burr and Neil Simon

Amory S. Carhart 
Memorial Fund

Dr. and Mrs. Robert Carter

Dr. and Mrs. Jack B. Carter

The Cedars Foundation, Inc.

George and Laura Chester

Anne and Sean Clancy

Clark Construction Group, LLC

Mr. and Mrs. P. 
Hamilton Clark III

Mr. and Mrs. John Coles

Malcolm and Marla Collum

Scott Steen and David Cooper

Country Chevrolet

Mr. and Mrs. Roger Courtenay

Mr. Michael J. Cowell 
and Ms. Patti J. Psaris

Sir Peter Crane and 
Lady Crane

Dr. and Mrs. Robert C. Dart

Mr. and Mrs. Robert deButts

Dr. Morgan Delaney and 
Mr. Osborne Mackie

Mr. Mitchell S. Diamond 
and Ms. Lucy Bernstein

Diggs Family Foundation

Dr. Lydia Donaldson and 
Dr. William McCormick

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Dove

John and Paula Dowdy

Helen and Ray DuBois

Mr. Nicholas R. Duke, Sr. 

and Ms. Gardy Bloemers

Robert and Tricia Earley

Jane and Phil Eberhardt

Robert and Joan Eliot

Mr. and Mrs. Scott Elliff

Mr. and Mrs. Craig Ellis

Ms. Katherine Ellsworth 

and Mr. Pete Petronzio

Matilda Reuter Engle 
and Jonathan Engle

Karissa and David Epley

Nathan and Ashley Epling

Joe Fargis

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Ferguson

Mr. Jeremy Flachs

Diana Foster and 
Thomas Jones

Ms. Florence Bryan Fowlkes

The Elizabeth Ireland 
Graves Foundation

Ms. Pamela French

Bryon Fusini and 
Stephen Waudby

Ms. Porter Gaier

Joseph H. Gale and 
Ryan G. Crabbe

Sisi Gallagher and 
Michael Williams

Ms. Gabrielle G. Gallegos

Tiffanny and Eric Gates

Mr. and Mrs. Jim Gehris

Ms. Elizabeth H. Gemmill

ORVIS’ JIMMY ALIFF PLANTING TREES IN RAPPAHANNOCK COUNTY. Photo by Hugh Kenny
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Lynne Kaye and Leo Subler

Mr. Alton Keel Jr.

Elizabeth Baker Keffer

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Kelly

Mr. and Mrs. Don King

Mr. and Mrs. Steven Lamb

Ms. Anna Lane

Troy and Tracey Laws

Mr. Robert Lee and 
Mrs. Sue Kellon

Cheryl Lewis

Mr. Hunter Lewis and Ms. 
Elizabeth Sidamon-Eristoff

Ingrid Lindsay

Med and Dick Long

Loudoun County

Julie and George Lula

Lena Scott Lundh and 
Lennart Lundh

Richard Lykes Community 
Fund from Northern Piedmont 
Community Foundation.

Winkie Mackay-Smith

The Frank Mangano 
Foundation

Ms. Marcia Marsh and 
Mr. Pete Smith

Dr. and Mrs. Paul Massimiano

Dr. Jessica Tuchman Mathews

Anne McDowell

McGraw Foundation

Sean McGuinness and Lori 
Keenan McGuinness

Mr. Stevenson McIlvaine 
and Ms. Penelope Breese

Mr. Christopher L. McLean 
and Dr. Ashley Shilling

Mr. Bryan Mitchell and Mrs. 
Constance Chamberlin

Mr. Samuel Mitchell and 
Mrs. Mary Ewing

Jill and Robert Monk

Monomoy Fund, Inc.

Michael and Mary Beth Morell

Mr. Dulany Morison and 
Mrs. Eleanor Morison

Mary Morton and 
Keith Forman

Mountain Laurel Foundation

Ms. Catherine C. Murdock

Georgia and John Nassikas

Mark Nelis

Mr. Robert J. Norton Jr.

Joy M. Oakes and 
Thomas J. Cassidy

Mr. and Mrs. Ernest M. Oare

Mr. and Mrs. Fuller O’Connor

Dr. Kevin O’Connor and 
Ms. Alexine von Keszycki

Mr. Barnaby A. Ohrstrom

Dr. Michael Olding and 
Mr. Chris Morrison

Mr. and Mrs. Algis Penkiunas

Mr. and Mrs. David L. Perdue

Roy and Denice Perry

Patti McGill Peterson and 
Kate S. Woodward

Mrs. Jeannette Petite

Scott and Page Peyton

Natalie Pien

Mr. and Mrs. Charles R. Planck

Plow & Hearth

Caroline C. Polhemus 
and Neil Polhemus

The Honorable Trevor Potter 
and Mr. Dana S. Westring

Mrs. Hope Porter

Ms. Patricia Prentiss

Frederick H. Prince and 
Diana C. Prince Foundation

Nancy and Leonard Quaranto

John Rabasa and Peggy Gilges

Eugene and Jeneanne Rae

Mr. and Mrs. F. T. Reuter III

Diana Reuter-Twining 
and Ned Twining

Lucy S. Rhame

David Rice

Ms. Stephanie Ridder and 
Mr. John Beardsley

Mr. and Mrs. David 
P. Rochester

Alice Rogoff

Rossetter-Cuthbert Fund

Ruina Family Fund

Mr. and Mrs. Mark Gerchick

Cleo and Michael Gewirz

Mrs. Mia Glickman

Mr. and Mrs. Porter J. Goss

Ms. Terry Grant

Maddy and Paul Grayson

Great Outdoor Provision Co.

Mr. and Mrs. A. 
Dandridge Gregg

Ms. Stella Grenier

Mr. Joe Grills

Mr. and Mrs. Theodore 
Guarriello Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. O. Bruce Gupton

Mr. Jeffrey Gutman and 
Ms. Stacy Brustin

Pamela Gwaltney

Christian and Rebecca Hall

Mr. Garland T. Hall and 

Mr. Michael Goodfellow

Mr. Lawrence Hardman

Ms. Jessie M. Harris

Joyce and Henry Harris

Ms. Maureen I. Harris

Caroline and Seth Heald

Joe and Lucia Henderson

Walt and Josine Hitchcock

Robert and Jo Ann Hofheimer

Hoskins Family Fund

Edward and Paula Hughes

Mr. Jim Hurley and 
Ms. Susan Roth

Elton Hyder and Laura Francis

Ms. Kat Imhoff and 
Mr. John Moore

Annie and William Izard

Dr. Roy S. Jacobson and 
Ms. Carolyn E. Hitchcock

Pamela Jaske

Janet Jones Stone Foundation

Mr. and Dr. W. Merritt Jones

Mr. and Mrs. Walter 
H. Kansteiner III

Mr. E. Scott Kasprowicz and 
Ms. Elizabeth Thorsey

Mr. Joe Kasputys and 
Mrs. Vicki Van Mater

PEC PRESIDENT CHRIS MILLER AND MARIE RIDDER OF PEC’S BOARD OF DIRECTORS. Photo by Hugh Kenny
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Harry and Susan Russell

Mr. and Mrs. J. Bradford Ryder

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Salley

Dr. Tom Sanchez and 
Mr. Anthony Shop

Mrs. Suzanne H. Scheer

Erik and Amanda Scheps

Karen and William Schuiling

Puja Seam and Jamey 
Thompson

Tod Sedgwick

Charles and Nora Seilheimer

Mr. and Mrs. Charles 
H. Seilheimer Jr.

Sentara Health

The Shilling Foundation

Martha H. Spencer

Ms. Chloe Squires

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Stanfield

Ms. Mary Lou Steptoe

Mr. Sidney L. Stern III

Stillfield Fund 1

Mr. Jefferson S. Strider

Mr. and Mrs. Reid P. Stuntz

Donna and Garon Stutzman

Ms. Page D. Styles

Dr. Nancy Telfer

Terra Alpha Investments

Ms. Julia D. Thieriot

Ms. Holli Thompson and 
Mr. Richard Leach

Jim Thompson

Ms. Charlotte Tieken

Tuckernuck

Varian YourCause LLC

Venus Bestow 2 Fund

Jing and Nithi Vivatrat

Lucie L. Vogel

Mr. and Mrs. Hans 
Wachtmeister

Mr. and Mrs. Bill Walde

John Walker, III

Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Wall

Dr. Douglas Ward and 
Mr. Earl Johnson

Mr. and Mrs. C. 
Nelson Warfield

John W. Warner, IV 
Foundation, Inc.

Mark and Jasmine Warren

Ben and Tara Wegdam

Carter and Erica Wiley

Mr. and Mrs. David F. Williams

Ms. Eileen A. Wilson

Ms. Sylvia J. Wilson

Melissa and Mark Winchester

Katherine Pharibe Wise

Wise Foundation

Dr. Steve Wolf and 
Dr. Lisa Kelly

Dr. William Wolf and Mrs. 
Elizabeth Guarisco Wolf

Mr. and Mrs. David J. Wood Jr

Sissy and Angus Yates

Anonymous (4)

Supporters of 
the Piedmont
$500 - $999

John B. Adams Jr.

Sandra and Ken Alm

Mr. and Mrs. Mark D. Andersen

Mr. and Mrs. William 
J. Anderson

Mr. and Mrs. Howard Armfield

Mr. Robert Atkins

Mr. Frederick Atwood

Mr. Thomas August

John and Delma Bagley

Bank of Clarke

Ms. Teresa Barger and 
Mr. Travis Brown

Liz Barratt-Brown

Bonnie and Randy Beers

Mr. and Mrs. H. K. Benham III

Ms. Katherine Berger

Jennifer Bisgaier

Mr. and Mrs. Brian Boland

Mr. and Mrs. Kristopher 
Boushie

Mr. Steve Budiansky and 

Ms. Martha Polkey

Kathleen Burger

Judith Ayres Burke and 

John W. Burke III

Ralph Burnham and 

Kathryn Onion

Mr. Jeff Burridge

Dr. and Mrs. John Buursink

Ms. Barbara Byrd

Mr. Peter Byrne and 
Mrs. Karen Byrne

Caplin Foundation

Brian Carlton and 
Elizabeth Sumpter

Connie Carter and 
Gordon Dale

The Charles Fund

Stephen and Shana Clarke

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph 
Coleman, Jr.

The Community Foundation

Mr. William Condrell

Corporate Accenture LLP

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Cory

Sara and Joseph Costello

Dr. and Mrs. R. Reynolds 

Cowles Jr.

Andrew and Susan Creighton

Mr. Anderson Dart

BIKE TO WORK WEEK IN CHARLOTTESVILLE. Photo by Hugh Kenny
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Mike Daugherty

Ms. Karen Davenport

Mr. and Mrs. John V. Davidson

Read deButts and Lisa Ostroff

Anna and Stanley Dees

Ms. Josephine de Give

Melissa and James Dennis

Mr. John G. Dennis

Dr. and Mrs. Paul Diehl

Alan and Susan Dranitzke

Mr. Robert D. Ebel and 
Ms. Leslie Steen

Ms. Sue Eisenfeld and 
Mr. Neil Heinekamp

Mr. Matthew Elkin

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Ellis

Dr. and Mrs. H. C. 
Eschenroeder, Jr.

Josephine and Steve Fleming

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Fortuna

Lisa and James Fox

Mr. and Mrs. Richard 
R. Gerhardt

Mr. Jonathan Gifford

Give Lively Foundation Inc.

Dr. John Bert Harris and 
Dr. Eleanor Harris

Gertraud Hechl

Mr. Albert P. Hinckley, Jr.

Sally C. Hosta

Mary F. Hutton

Mr. Thomas Jamieson

Mr. and Mrs. Bruce J. Jones

Ms. Randy Katz

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth 
K. Knapp Jr.

Laura Kullenberg

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Laimbeer

Larkspur Services, Inc.

Mrs. Catherine C. Larmore

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Lawrence

Mr. Meredith Light

Daniel Lyons

Ms. Robbie Mascotte

Colvin Matheson

Mrs. Joann S. Mazzetta

Ms. Patricia McCann

Dr. and Charles F. McIntosh

Kim and Marla McIntyre

Dr. Russell B. McKelway 
and Dr. Laura Dabinett

Mr. James McLane

Robert and Selina McPherson

Mrs. Sally McVeigh

Elizabeth C. Morgan

Mr. Timothy C. Neale

Mr. George M. Neall III

Susan W. Oldfield

Mr. Patrick O’Malley

Julia and Conor O’Regan

Mr. and Mrs. Mark Perreault

Janice Perry

Mr. and Mrs. Ridge Porter

Ms. Marion K. Poynter

Kevin Ramundo and 
Anne D’Ignazio

Dr. and Mrs. John R. Redick

Mr. and Mrs. Peter G. Rice

Mrs. Emily P. Ristau

Rockley Foundation

Diane Rosin and Mark Okusa

Ms. Carolyn Ross

Richard and Evelyn Ruffin

Cindy and Ed Sabato

Catherine Scott and 
Jamie Resor

Mrs. V. R. Shackelford III

Fletcher and Caitlin Slater

Mr. Matthew Smith

Mr. and Mrs. William 
H. Speiden

Bettina Stern

Stryker

Laura and Mark Tekrony

Mr. James W. Timberlake V

Rebecca and Taylor 
Thistlethwaite

Ann Thompson

Jean Umiker-Sebeok

The Bill Backer 
Legacy Society

Named for the avid conservationist 
and former Piedmont Foundation 
President Bill Backer, the Legacy 

Society recognizes donors who have made 
planned gifts to The Piedmont Environmental 
Council (PEC) or to The Piedmont Foundation, 
a charitable organization established to hold 
and manage special funds in support of PEC’s mission. Planned gift options include 
making a bequest through a will, codicil, or trust, or recognizing The Piedmont 
Foundation or PEC as a beneficiary of an IRA or retirement plan. Gifts of property 
and other assets are also possible. A gift to The Piedmont Foundation can be applied 
to the General Endowment Fund or one of the county conservation funds. The 
General Endowment provides annual income to PEC to help offset the operating 
budget. Gifts to the county conservation funds provide the resources to participate 

in conservation 
activities specific to 
individual counties. 
Gifts made to PEC 
can be directed to 
specific activities 
or left to the discre-
tion of the Board of 
Directors to allo-
cate where funding 
is most urgently 
needed.

PIEDMONT MEMORIAL OVERLOOK IN AUGUST.  
Photo by Hugh Kenny
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Ms. Susan Van Den Toorn

Ms. Laura Van Roijen

Virginia Conservation Network

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Wallach

Warrenton Horse 
Show Association

Mrs. Judith D. Washburn

Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Weeden

Claire and Tom Whelan

Ms. Carey C. Whitehead

Mr. and Mrs. R. T. Whitman

Mr. and Mrs. Harvey J. Wilcox

Mr. and Mrs. Peter Wiley

Mrs. Katherine Grayson Wilkins

Lynn Wilson

Tom and Jeanine Wolanski

Woolen Mills LLC

Your Cause, LLC. for 
Accenture, LLP

Anonymous (3)

Friends of 
the Piedmont
$100 - $499

Fadia Abulhasan

Ms. Nancy G. Achilles

Paul Adam and Karen 
Hunsberger Adam

Ms. Catherine Adams

Mr. David Adams

Amazon Smile

Betsy and Rick Anderson

Mr. John Anderson

Marit Anderson

Dr. Miriam R. Anver

Mr. and Mrs. Timothy L. Ashley

Geord and Wendy Ashmun

Mr. and Mrs. Henry F. Atherton

Brad and Kendra Atkins

Ms. Sarah Atkins

Joseph Bailey

Mrs. E. G. Baird

Reverend and Mrs. 
Robert L. Banse

Richard and Pat Barnhardt

Mr. Dennis M. Barry

Ralph and Gwen Bates

Chris and Mary Bates

Ms. Jill Beach

Russell T. Beal and 
Barbara Bearman

Nancy P. Beaver

Gail Behrle

Mr. Hedrick Belin

George Beller and 
Kakie Brooks

The Bench Trail Fund

Mr. John E. Benedict

Mr. Franklin Benfield

Ms. Cynthia L. Benitz

Mr. James Bennett

Mr. William Bennett

Laura and Christian Bentley

Mr. and Mrs. Mitchell 
H. Bernstein

Matt Berry

Elizabeth and Jackson Betts

Mr. and Mrs. Francis C. Biasiolli

Richard P. Biby

Ms. Phyllis Binder

Henry and Diane Bisgaier

Ms. Margot Blattman

Mr. James Bleakley

Terri Boehm

Kathy and Keith Boi

Julie and Evan Bolthouse

Clarissa Bonde

Brad and Tandy Bondi

Mr. and Mrs. John J. Bonsee

Mr. John Botts

Diana Bower

Ms. Inge Braune

Mr. and Mrs. Harrison 
P. Bresee, Jr.

Michael Brill

Mr. Malcolm Brown 
and Ms. Lyn Stout

Stuart Brown and 
Katharine Close Brown

Ms. Kari Browne

Tracy Browne

Mr. Daniel Buckley

Cynthia Burbank

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth D. Burns

Burroughs Wellcome Fund

Ms. Louise Bradford

Mr. Perry Cabot

Marco and Barbara Caceres

Ms. Catherine Cacho

Ms. Margaret Caldwell

Mrs. Sandra B. Calhoun

Mr. and Mrs. James 
M. Campbell, III

Canyon Road Gift Account

Ms. Kathleen Carr

Mr. and Mrs. James 
R. Carter III

Maria and Bob Chapel

Kenneth and Carolyn 
Chapman

Ms. Mary O. Chatfield-Taylor

Mr. Richard W. Cheek

Jeff and Paula Christie

Priscilla Clapp

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Clayton

Mr. and Mrs. C. Hunter Cloud

Jara Collahuazo

Mr. and Mrs. William 

J. Comstock

Peter and Gillian Cook

Daniel Cotter and 

Mae Lindstrom

Dr. and Mrs. Richard 

Crampton

The Covington Family Fund

Ms. Candace Carter Crosby

David and Trish Crowe

Mr. and Mrs. Raymond 

P. Cultrera

PEC FELLOWS ON A BIRD WALK AT SKY MEADOWS STATE PARK. Photo by Hugh Kenny
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Cecilia and James Cumming

Mr. Mike Curtin

Mr. and Mrs. Monty Cross

Mr. and Mrs. William H. Dalton

Rosemary L. Damewood

Melanie Darby

Ms. Cynthia Darlington

Patrick and Arlette deBarros

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas 
M. deButts

Mr. and Mrs. Rudolph DeCanio

Norm and Lynn DeHart

Mr. Michael Dennis 
and Mr. Paul Smith

Rene Dennis

Ms. Mary Desmond

Mr. Richard Deutschmann

Mr. Marco deVito

Libby Devlin

Mr. and Mrs. Ben DiGiulian

Ms. Pam Stokes Donehower

Mr. Paul DonVito

Will Driskill

Mr. Fred A. Drunagel and 
Ms. Elise H. Wilkins

Ms. Victoria Duarte

Cara DuCellier

Stormy Stokes Dudley 
and Philip R. Dudley

Morgan and Joanne Duncan

Mary Dunlop

Sally Pecora Dunn

Mr. and Mrs. William du Pont

Anna Dvorchik

Ann and Roy Dye

Mr. Nicholas Edsall

Eldon Farms LLC

Norma and Doug Epley

Mr. Randall Evans

David and Elaina Evans

Facebook

Sharon Falkenrath

Diana and Peter Ferris

Mr. and Mrs. William A. Ferster

Mr. James Fichthorn

Cheryl and Monty Fischer

Mr. Daniel E. Fisher

Susan Fitzgerald

Schatzi Fitz-James

Ms. Joan I. Fleck

Thomas and Debi Flynn

Michael and Bridgett Focazio

Merry Foresta and 
Andy Grundberg

Mr. and Mrs. John S. Foster

James G. Foster and 
Bonadele Ellis

Mr. Sam E. Fowler

Karen Fox and Dirck Holscher

Paul and Lillian Fry

Mr. James T. Fuller III and 
Ms. Catherine T. Porter

Drs. Prasad and Jyothi Gadde

Ms. Megan Gallagher

Mr. Christopher Gamache

Dr. Matt Gavin and 
Mrs. Holidae Hayes

Mr. and Mrs. John D. Gavitt

Cordelia and James Gelly

Mr. and Mrs. David Gerrish, Jr.

Tamara Gifford

Richard and Tracy Jo Gillespie

Ms. Iva Gillet

Andrea Gilman

Teresa Glass

Ms. Donna Goings

Priscilla and Michael Goodwin

Maston Gray

William and Emily Grayson

Marilyn Greene

Stuart T. Greene

Ms. Katherine Grove

Mr. Charles A. Grymes

Linda and Bruce Guyton

Mr. Russ Guzdar

Karl Habermeier

Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Hack

Gerald Hadlock

Mr. and Mrs. Edward 
A. Halle, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Peter Hallock

Ms. Rachel Hammes

Ms. Barbara Y. Hamran

Kathleen and Joseph Hanley

Mary M. Hansen

Beverly Harner

Mr. Timothy Harr and 
Mrs. Winfield Crigler

Dr. Jeffrey Harris and 
Dr. Lucille Harris

Mr. Joshua Hatch

Mr. and Mrs. Juergen Hauber

Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Haws

Dr. and Mrs. William H. Hay

Elizabeth Hayes

Mrs. Katherine E. Hayes

Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Hedges

IV Hendrix

Stephen W. Herholtz and C. 
Elizabeth Miller-Herholtz

Laura and Dave Hettinger

Ms. Susan L. Heytler

Ms. Ellen Hill

Ms. Holly C. Hintz and 
Mr. Tom Banton

Mr. Peter Hoagland and 
Mrs. Peggy Smith

Liese Dart Hodges 
and Sven Hodges

Gordon and Carol Hodgson

Sharon Holmes

Mr. Rick Honig and 
Ms. Dita Verheij

Susan Honig-Rogers

Ms. Lisa D. Hoover

Mr. Tony Horkan

Dennis and Susanne Houmard

Ms. Jennifer Hovis

Mr. and Mrs. Douglas C. Hume

ROBERT AND SELINA MCPHERSON GRACIOUSLY HOSTED PEC’S “NEXT-GEN” PARTY IN JUNE.  
Photo by Marco Sanchez
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Ms. Linda C. Hunt

Peggy T. Hunt

Mr. and Mrs. John E. Hunter

Hunting Creek Garden Club

Mr. Kirby R. Hutto

Michael Henke and 

Judy Campbell

Jill Iglehart

IMF

Ms. Linda Y. Ingram

Dr. and Mrs. Ronald 

D. Jackson

Mark and Gail Jeffries

Dina Jens

The Thomas Jefferson 
Foundation

Mrs. Bland Jensen

Alisa Johnson

Mr. Arthur Johnson

Ms. Cynthia F. Johnson

Ms. Sara Johnson

Ms. Kathleen S. Johnston

Douglas N. Jones

Ed and Marionette Jones

Marshall Jones and 
Clay Fulghum

Ms. Nancy Jones

Ms. Barbara DeRosa-Joynt 
and Mr. Thomas Joynt

Mr. Robert Jurgens

Michael Kane and 

Margaret Mentink-Kane

Johanna and Richard 

D. Keeling

Ann and Scott Keep

Mr. Richard Kelso and 

Mrs. Judith A. Lefferts

Mr. Sean Killeen

Ms. Suzanne Kim

Kelly and Diana Kincannon

Mike King and 

Monica Fernandi

Guy and Christy Kovner

Mr. Josh Kuhnert

Col. Robert J. Lander, Ret. 
and Martha F. Cannon

Doug and Liza Larson

Mr. Mark Laudo

Averill Laundon

Ms. Aliene M. Laws

Anna and Tom Lawson

Ling Lay

Ms. Leigh Lee

Liz and James Lee

Mr. Douglas H. Lees III

Dr. and Mrs. Andrew 
M. Lewis, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. William 
H. Lewis Jr.

Laura and Bud Lieberman

Dr. and Mrs. Frederick W. Lillis

Steve Lillis

Mr. and Mrs. Graham Lilly

Mr. and Mrs. W. R. Linville

Mr. and Mrs. Trowbridge 
T. Littleton

Robert Lookabill

Mr. James Lu

Yakir and Claire Lubowsky

Mr. William Snyder and 
Dr. Laurin Mack

Mr. and Mrs. Justin 
Mackay-Smith

Jacqueline Clemons Macklin

Mr. and Mrs. H. Cabell 
Maddux, III

Mr. James Mandell

Mr. Redmond L. Manierre 
and Ms. Catherine Boswell

Holland and Brian Markwalter

Mr. John F. Marshall and 
Mrs. Cri Kars-Marshall

Ms. Jan Massey

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Mayo

Mr. and Mrs. Richard 
Mazzucchelli

Caleb and Nan McCarry

Mr. Luke McCormack

Mr. Michael McCormick

Mr. and Mrs. Henry 
D. McHenry, Jr.

Ms. Nina C. McKee

David McKnight

Mr. G. Neil Means

Mr. David Melby

Ms. Elizabeth K. Meyer

Tim and Virginia Michel

Mr. Dana Milbank

Claire Miller

Ellen Percy Miller 
and Tom Miller

Mr. J. Clifford Miller

Rachel Lloyd Miller

Rick and Elaine Miller

Mr. and Mrs. Robert B. Miller

Rachel Minchew

James and Jill Mitchell

Jennifer Molloy

MJ Moltenbrey

Robert M. Morgan and 
Janice E. Erich

Ms. Elizabeth P. Mossman

Lisa and Thomas Mountjoy

Ms. Helen Ida Moyer

Tammy Mullin-Katz

Steve and Merrick Murray

My Tribute Gift 
Foundation, Inc.

Mr. Norman Myers

Ms. Jane W. Nelson

PEC’S FIRST ANNUAL FELLOWSHIP ALUMNI EVENT AT GREAT MEADOW. Photo by Hugh Kenny
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Tom Neubig

Mrs. Jane M. Noland

Mrs. Vibeke Ober

Mr. Peter Oh

Mary and Barney O’Meara

Don and Jackie Pamenter

Ms. Kimberley Paris

Betsy Burke Parker

Dr. Helen Parker and 
J.B. Riggs Parker

J. R. Parks

Mr. Dwaine Parson

Mr. Phil Paschall

Barbara Payne and 
James Childress

Scott Pearce and 
Rebecca Lindsay

Francis Peck

Ms. Christine H. Perdue

Ms. Margaret S. Perry

Mr. Jeremy Peterson

Mary R. Peterson

Mr. John Phend

Dr. John W. Pickering and 
Mrs. Jacqueline B. Pickering

Mr. Timothy Plant

Mr. and Mrs. Alexander H. Platt

Meghan Platt

Portman Reisler Fund

Ron and Rebecca Poston

Mr. John Praither

Pramik Family Fund

Pat Price

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen C. Price

Ms. Christine Putnam

Chip and Mary Queitzsch

Paula Rabkin

Tim and Jane Radford

Mr. Craig Rains

Anita Ramos

Taylor and Bill Randolph

Rappahannock-Rapidan 
Regional Commission

Nicholas and 
Katherine Ratcliffe

Ms. Angela D. Rawie

Mr. Edward M. Reardon

Mr. Will Retzer

Mrs. Linda Reynolds

John Rice and Babette Thorpe

Mr. James E. Rich Jr.

Mr. Francis D. Roche

Ms. Virginia R. Rockwell and 
Mr. Robert A. Bradford

Dania Rodriguez

Donna T. Rogers

Evelyn M. Rollison

Mr. and Mrs. Richard B. Rose

Ms. Suzanne Roth

Ms. Kathlyn Rowland

Mary Ann and Pete Sacripanti

Randall G. Salzman

Mr. Michael Sands and 
Ms. Betsy Dietel

David and Julia Sarr

Mr. Howard Savin

Eleanor and William Sawyer

Rebecca Morison Schaefer

Gay Scheifele

Mr. Jack Scherer

Ms. Laura Schliesske

Mrs. Elena Schlossberg

Mrs. Priscilla Schmeelk

Ms. Anne D. Schwartz

Karl and Yvonne Sening

Tom and Ann Sentz

Mary Serock

Mr. and Mrs. Peter Sewell

Ms. Cynthia Shang

Roma and John Sherman

Mr. Leigh Shields

Mrs. Fera Simone

Janice and John Simons

Skeo Solutions

Peter and Jane-Ashley Skinner

Mark and Madeline Skinner

Mr. James Slaughter

Our 2023 Annual Meeting: Inspiring 
Conservation on June 10 saw more than 
100 new and familiar faces join us for a 
summer day of celebration. Dr. Mamie 
Parker, former head of fisheries at the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, delighted 
all with an energizing keynote message 
layered with humor and moving anecdotes 
of passion, inspiration and excellence in 
conservation. 

2023  
Annual Meeting

PEC’S JOHN MCCARTHY WITH  
DR. MAMIE PARKER. Photo by Hugh Kenny
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Elizabeth and Douglas Slovak

Carolyn Smith

Mr. G. D. Smith

Sara L. Smith

Mr. Stephen Smith

Mrs. Eva Smithwick

Eleanor Sokolow

Dr. and Mrs. Richard Spece

Ms. Dana Squire

Ms. Victoria Stack and 
Mr. Don Ritter

Mr. James M. Stearns

Mrs. Anne Stelter

Ken and Karen Stepka

Douglas Stewart and 
Tamara Harvey

Ms. Beverly Stickles

Ms. Susan Strittmatter

Daniel Studnicky and 
Dennis Stout

Page Sullenberger

Kerry Sutten

Mr. Derrick Sutter

Susan B. Sutter

Mr. Joseph G. Svatos

Martin and Tina Sweet

The Tad Baldwin Family Fund

Kathy Black Read and 
Greg Tawaststjerna

Ms. Abigail Taylor

Mr. and Mrs. Donald G. Taylor

Mr. and Mrs. Bob Templeman

Mary Terpak

Bill and Amy Thaman

Frank and Alexandra Thomas

Bob and Marsha Thompson

Floyd Thompson

Mr. Harry Thompson

Mr. and Mrs. W. M. 
Thompson Jr.

Sheri Thorpe

Ms. Kathleen Timberlake

Toddz, Inc. Household

Ms. Jane Tolbert-Rouchaleau

Mr. and Mrs. Vincent 

C. Tompkins

Mr. Peter Trick

Mr. John L. Trimmer

Eugene Triplett

Mr. Richard Troast

Mr. John Tschirky

Mr. Robert Tsien and 

Ms. Jehanne Arslan

Peggy and Carter Tucker

Jeanne-Marie Tufts

Dr. and Mrs. John Turner

Gerald and Helen Turner

Woodrow Turner

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Tuttle

Mrs. Mildred Tyner

U.S. Accenture

Mr. and Mrs. Peter Unger

Mrs. Mario Valmarana

Theo van Groll and Charlotte 

Pamela Black van Groll

Mr. and Mrs. Berend 

van Roijen

Chandler and Heidi 

Van Voorhis

Mr. and Mrs. Michel 

Van Yahres

Mr. John Votta

Ms. Suzanne Wade

Jim Waite

Bill and Marcia Waite

Wakefield School

James W. Walker

Mr. and Mrs. Frank 
S. Walker Jr.

Ms. Ruth Walkup

Ms. Viviane Warren

Deborah Luzynski-Weber 
and Timothy Weber

Mr. and Mrs. Peter Weck

Alice Gorton West 
and Curtis West

Bri West and Dan Holmes

Mr. and Mrs. Craig White

Mr. and Mrs. Russell Whitfield

Ellen G. Wilbur

Mr. William C. Wilkinson III

Mr. Glenn Willard

R. Kennon Williams

Mr. Roger Williams

Dawn and Christopher Wilmot

Margaret D. Wise-Stuart

Mr. and Mrs. Bryan Wisner

Ms. Teri Witt

Thomas and Barbara Wolf

Ms. Paula Wolferseder Yabar

Vernon and Anh Wong

Cheri and Martin Woodard

Mrs. Loring Woodriff

Rosanne Woodroof

Ms. Louisa Woodville 
and Mr. Nigel Ogilvie

Ms. Anne Yeoman

Dr. and Mrs. Harold E. Young

Mr. and Mrs. Gary Younkin

Janet Zaso

Lawrence M. Zippin and 
Gretchen Gehrett

Mr. Anthony Zuccaro

Anonymous (5)

In-Kind Donors

Ms. Catherine Adams

Scott and Jennifer Andrews

Ms. Anita Antenucci

The AV Company

Ms. Mary Chlopecki

Mrs. Bertrand Collomb

Jane Cosley

Steven J. Dahllof and 
Thomas S. Foster

John and Paula Dowdy

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Ellis

Mr. and Mrs. Greg Ellison

Sisi Gallagher and 
Michael Williams

Cleo and Michael Gewirz

Mr. and Mrs. John Giovenco

WILLIAM WILKINS, FLETCHER SLATER, MATILDA REUTER-ENGLE, PATRICK AND EMILY HOWELL  
AND CAITLIN SLATER AT PEC’S FARM-TO-TABLE DINNER AT OAKWOOD. Photo by John Scott Nelson
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Please bring any errors or omissions to our attention by contacting nseilheimer@pecva.org.

Simon Godwin and Rose Miller

Mr. Jim Hurley and 

Ms. Susan Roth

Mr. and Mrs. Walter 

H. Kansteiner III

Bonnie Mattingly

John and Susan McCarthy

Mr. and Mrs. Christopher 

G. Miller

Mr. Dulany Morison and 

Mrs. Eleanor Morison

Oak Spring Garden Foundation

Owl Run Nursery

Ms. Jean Perin

Fletcher and Caitlin Slater

Ms. Chloe Squires

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Stanfield

Donna and Garon Stutzman

Tree Popper

Tuckernuck

Mr. and Mrs. Adalbert 

von Gontard III

Virginia Gold Cup Association

Fraser and Susan Wallace

Mr. and Mrs. Peter Weck

Mrs. James L. Wiley, Jr.

Anonymous

2023 Gifts were  
made in Memory of:

Candace McKee Ashmun  

Ellie Wood Baxter 

Usha and G.R. Bhatnagar 

Langhorne Bond 

Magalen O. Bryant 

Robert Calhoun 

Carroll and Bob Gilges 

Ed Imhoff 

John Bryden Jaske 

Dale A. Lindsay 

Dave Mailler

Meade Palmer 

Charles and Katharine Pecora 

Judy Randal 

Margaret “Peggy” Richardson 

Sharon Claire Saari 

Prewitt Semmes 

Dana Lawrence Stalcup 

Cathleen Szubrowski 

Anita Tortorella 

2023 Gifts were  
made in Honor of:

Karin and Don Allen 

Gem Bingol 

Maggi Blomstrom 

Julie Bolthouse 

Ike Broaddus 

Leslie Cheek III 

Chad & Blair Ellis 

Tyndall & Liz Ellis 

Susannah Gerhardt 

Kat Imhoff 

Robert and Amy Kelly 

Sue Luecke and 
Michael Weber 

John McCarthy 

Don McCown 

Joan McCown 

Eleanor Morison 

George Ohrstrom

Jean Perin

Mary R. Peterson 

Stefanie & Michael 
B. Prentiss 

Charlene Schweikert 

Jerry & Kay Snodgrass 

Elsie Swale 

Alan Williams 

PEC’s annual eight-week Summer Fellowship Program engaged 12 
college students and graduates in classroom discussions, field trips and 
hands-on activities designed to impart practical knowledge and skills 
for their careers. In 2023, fellows enjoyed three weeks in Warrenton and 
five weeks of virtual learning from their homes in Virginia, Maryland, 
New York and Illinois. PEC also developed a new alumni program 
serving the 200+ fellows who have participated in the program since its 
inception in 2007. The 2023 fellows and alumni mingled at our reunion 
event at Great Meadow in The Plains in July.

2023  
PEC Fellowship
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Paul Adam and Karen 
Hunsberger Adam

Tom Akre and Erika 
Gonzalez-Akre

Ms. Jocelyn Alexander

Mr. and Mrs. Christopher 
Ambrose

Scott and Jennifer Andrews

Ms. Cynthia L. Benitz

Ms. Cemile Bingol and Mr. 
Richard Fausnaught

Dr. Andrew Bishop and 
Mrs. Jane C. Bishop

Mr. and Mrs. David Blanchard

Mr. and Mrs. Brian Boland

Brooks Jefferson Bowen

Gretchen and Boris Brevnov

Julie and Ike Broaddus

Mr. and Mrs. B. Tim Brookshire

Catherine W. Brown

Timothy and Melanie Burch

Carol and Landon Butler

George and Laura Chester

Anne and Sean Clancy

Mr. and Mrs. John Coles

Mrs. Bertrand Collomb

Mr. William Condrell

Michael and Karen Crane

Steven J. Dahllof and 
Thomas S. Foster

Dr. Morgan Delaney and 
Mr. Osborne Mackie

John and Paula Dowdy

Mr. and Mrs. William du Pont

Helen and Ray DuBois

Karissa and David Epley

Joe Fargis

Ms. Porter Gaier

Tiffany and Eric Gates

Dr. Matt Gavin and Mrs. 
Holidae Hayes

Anjana Ghosh and 
Sumit Bhatnagar

Mrs. Michela Gorham

Mr. Stephen Graham and 
Mrs. Laura Bickford

Mr. George Grayson and 
Ms. Maria Tousimis

Maddy and Paul Grayson

Ms. Stella Grenier

Eugene Gulland and 
Elizabeth Ellers

Pamela Gwaltney

Dr. Jeffrey Harris and 
Dr. Lucille Harris

Caroline and Seth Heald

Gertraud Hechl

Joe and Lucia Henderson

Ms. Georgia Herbert and 
Mr. Kenneth Garrett

Mr. and Mrs. Loren W. Hershey

Sally C. Hosta

Elton Hyder and Laura Francis

James Iker and Hayes Nuss

Alisa Johnson

Ms. Meg Keeley and 
Mr. Khris Baxter

Elizabeth Baker Keffer

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Kelly

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Laimbeer

Mr. Bryce Lingo

Julie and George Lula

Lena Scott Lundh and 
Lennart Lundh

Mrs. Jacqueline B. Mars

Bonnie Mattingly

Sean McGuinness and Lori 
Keenan McGuinness

Robert and Selina McPherson

Mr. and Mrs. Christopher 
G. Miller

The Honorable Mary V. Mochary

Jill and Robert Monk

Michael and Mary Beth Morell

Mr. Dulany Morison and 
Mrs. Eleanor Morison

Ms. Catherine C. Murdock

Georgia and John Nassikas

Mr. Barnaby A. Ohrstrom

Mr. and Mrs. Christopher 
Ohrstrom

George L. Ohrstrom II

Karin and Mark Ohrstrom

Dr. Michael Olding and 
Mr. Chris Morrison

Eugene and Jeneanne Rae

Ms. Angela D. Rawie

Mr. and Mrs. F. T. Reuter III

John Richardson

Marie W. Ridder

Mr. and Mrs. David P. Rochester

Barbara and David Roux

Montana Lanier Ruffner

Cindy and Ed Sabato

Randall G. Salzman

Dr. Tom Sanchez and 
Mr. Anthony Shop

Karen and William Schuiling

Ms. Fiona Seager

Mr. and Mrs. Charles 
H. Seilheimer Jr.

Mr. Milton Sender

Mr. and Mrs. Mike Smith

Ms. Chloe Squires

John R. Staelin and 

Elizabeth F. Locke

Scott Steen and David Cooper

Mike and Margrete Stevens

Rebecca and Taylor 

Thistlethwaite

Jim Thompson

Jeanne-Marie and Max Tufts

Jing and Nithi Vivatrat

Laurie Louise Volk

Mr. and Mrs. Adalbert 

von Gontard III

Dr. and Mrs. David Vos

Ms. Viviane Warren

Carter and Erica Wiley

Mrs. James L. Wiley, Jr.

Melissa and Mark Winchester

Ms. Louisa Woodville 

and Mr. Nigel Ogilvie

Sissy and Angus Yates

Anonymous

2023 Farm-to-Table Dinner and Auction 
at Oakwood Farm, Warrenton

Caroline Collomb’s historic home, Oakwood, was the perfect backdrop to 
celebrate conservation and our collective impact on the nationally significant 
Virginia Piedmont landscape. Our 2023 Farm-to-Table Dinner was a 

wonderful occasion to recognize the efforts of outgoing Board Co-chairs Jean Perin 
and George Ohrstrom on behalf of PEC, our partners, and the communities we serve, 
and to thank Jean for her vision and diligence in shaping this annual event over many 
years.

Thanks to the generous support of these donors, this year’s paddle raise in honor of 
Jean Perin resulted in important funds to support PEC’s strategic plan initiatives 
to protect and restore the lands and waters of the Virginia Piedmont, while building 
stronger, more sustainable communities.

LEFT: GUESTS MEANDER THE PICTURESQUE GROUNDS AT OAKWOOD 
AHEAD OF THE FARM-TO-TABLE DINNER. Photo by Hugh Kenny

ABOVE: OUT-GOING BOARD CHAIRS JEAN PERIN AND  
GEORGE OHRSTROM. Photo by Hugh Kenny



In Memory

Marjorie Principato
Marjorie championed PEC’s efforts to protect the Piedmont in so many different and important 
ways.  She played active roles in the collaborative campaigns to stop the massive Disney theme 
park development, support a smart growth alternative to the proposed increase in the Virginia’s 
sales tax for new highways, and defend the Piedmont from the threat of new and disruptive 
transmission lines. She was always willing to make her voice heard and to volunteer at or host 
events for PEC. As a long-time member of PEC’s Gala Committee, Marjorie also dedicated herself 
to raising funds and new friends for PEC. 

In addition to her commitment to PEC, Marjorie was an ardent supporter of the performing arts, 
area art museums, art history, decorative arts, U.S. history and the outdoors. She embraced her 
passions wholeheartedly. Among her favorite things was to wake up to the sunrise over the Bull 
Run Mountains, a view she never tired of. 

Jack and Ann Snyder
Jack and Ann were major advocates for land conservation in Orange 
County, protecting their own farm and encouraging their neighbors 
to protect their land. They were instrumental in the 2009 campaign to 
conserve more than 700 acres at Montpelier, including helping raise 
$2 million to purchase the easement. Jack served on PEC’s Board of 
Directors from 1998 to 2016. Jack and Ann represented the highest ideals 
of conservation and contributed to the preservation and well-being of 
their community, the region and the Commonwealth.

34

2023 witnessed the passing of several passionate advocates and effective leaders for protecting and restoring the lands and  
waters of the Virginia Piedmont, and building stronger, more sustainable communities. All will be sorely missed.
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Photo by Hugh Kenny

In MemoryIn Memory

Jocelyn Arundel Sladen
Jocelyn Sladen was an ardent champion for conservation and an extraordinary educator. She left her mark in global, 
national and local environmental efforts in myriad ways. She helped found the Virginia Native Plant Society, and was 
instrumental in the formation of Rachel’s Network, an alliance of women environmental leaders named in honor of 
Rachel Carson. In 1961, along with her father, Russell Arundel, and brother, Arthur Arundel, she donated land on Wildcat 
Mountain to create the Wildcat Mountain Natural Area. Along with her husband Willliam Sladen, Jocelyn developed the 
educational programs that evolved into The Clifton Institute.

Sladen also wrote 10 children’s books, as well as articles for National Geographic and children’s magazine Ranger Rick. 
She wrote large portions of the first natural history encyclopedia for young readers. She was gifted with a great sense of 
communicating with young people about nature and knew how to approach them on the subject and make it exciting 
and fun for them, as well as educational. She exposed the natural world to younger audiences in a way that had an 
impact on hundreds and hundreds of children who had the chance to be with her firsthand. 

Kim Hosen
Kim Hosen worked tirelessly to protect Prince William County’s natural areas. After working at PEC, Kim 
founded the Prince William Conservation Alliance in 2002 and led the organization for more than 20 years. 
There, she led efforts resulting in the preservation of Merrimac Farm, a property of over 300 acres that is home 
to sensitive wetland habitat and is now visited by thousands of people each year. She was a staunch defender 
of Prince William’s Rural Crescent, a land use policy that has preserved open space and natural resources in the 
County while reducing costs for new infrastructure. Kim also served on the Prince William County Planning 
Commission for more than a decade, representing the Occoquan District and advocating for smarter growth.

Kim was a passionate environmental educator and highly effective conservation advocate. She embodied the 
best qualities in an advocate, with her persistence, creativity in identifying solutions and her ability to work 
with people of vastly different politics and persuasions. She was also a deeply compassionate person with a 
commitment to teaching the next generation. She loved to conserve, protect and share the beauty of nature.



PEC board and staff

PEC Board of DirectorsPEC Staff

Officers

David Aldrich, CHAIR

Leslie Cockburn, VICE CHAIR*

Margrete Stevens, SECRETARY*

Chris McLean, TREASURER

Albemarle County

John Birdsall, III*

Carol Carter

Chris McLean*

Hamilton Moses, III*

Clarke County

Susan Gallagher

Cleo Gewirz

George Ohrstrom, II*

Laurie Volk

Culpeper County

Tania Cubitt

John Grano*

Seth Heald*

Linda “Boo” Ingram*

Eugene Triplett

Fauquier County

Mimi Abel Smith*

Steve Dahllof

George Grayson*

James Kleeblatt*

Mark Ohrstrom*

Jean Perin*

Marie Ridder*

Chloe Squires

Margrete Stevens*

Lynn Wiley*

Virginia Wilson

Greene County

Roy Dye*

Jim Hurley

Alton Keel*

George Overstreet*

Loudoun County

Brad Bondi

Eugene Gulland*

Bonnie Mattingly*

Eleanor Porter Morison

Natalie Pien*

Madison County

Robert “Bob” Bernard*

Orange County

Jim Collins*

Roy Jacobson

Pam Jaske

Meghan Platt

Rappahannock County

David Aldrich*

Leslie Cockburn*

Helen DuBois*

Joe Gale

This list includes Board members who served at any 
time between January 2023 and January 2024.

Land Use and Policy

Gem Bingol, LOUDOUN COUNTY

Julie Bolthouse, DIRECTOR OF LAND USE

Tia Earman, LOUDOUN AND CLARKE COUNTIES

Kevin Kask, FAUQUIER COUNTY

Peter Krebs, ALBEMARLE AND CHARLOTTESVILLE 
COMMUNITY ADVOCACY MANAGER

Don McCown, ORANGE AND MADISON COUNTIES

Rob McGinnis, ALBEMARLE AND GREENE COUNTIES

Sarah Parmelee, CULPEPER COUNTY

Land Conservation 

Kim Biasiolli, ALBEMARLE AND GREENE COUNTY

Maggi Blomstrom, CULPEPER COUNTY / 
RAPPAHANNOCK-RAPIDAN CONSERVATION 
INITIATIVE COORDINATOR

October Greenfield, WILDLIFE HABITAT 
RESTORATION COORDINATOR

Mike Kane, DIRECTOR OF CONSERVATION

Lauria McShane, VIRGINIA GRASSLAND 
BIRD INITIATIVE ASSISTANT

Laura O’Brien, RAPPAHANNOCK COUNTY

Valerie Peterson, DEPUTY 
DIRECTOR OF CONSERVATION

Farms and Food

Catherine Fisher, COMMUNITY FARM SPECIALIST 

Dana Melby, GILBERTS CORNER 
FARM AND LAND MANAGER

Teddy Pitsiokos, COMMUNITY 
FARM COORDINATOR

Jen Wilkins, GILBERTS CORNER 
FARMERS MARKET MANAGER

Outreach & Communications

Sophia Chapin, COMMUNICATIONS SPECIALIST

Robin Cross, FELLOWSHIP AND 
VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR

Hugh Kenny, MULTIMEDIA 
COMMUNICATIONS SPECIALIST

Watsun Randolph, SENIOR GIS ANALYST

Cindy Sabato, COMMUNICATIONS ADVISOR

Marco Sánchez, DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF 
OUTREACH AND COMMUNICATIONS

Faith Schweikert, COMMUNICATIONS SPECIALIST

* 	Executive Committee member

Advancement

Kendra Atkins, ADVANCEMENT ASSISTANT

James Bussells, ADVANCEMENT SPECIALIST

Liese Dart Hodges, SENIOR STRATEGY 
AND ADVANCEMENT OFFICER

Gertraud Hechl, MAJOR GIFTS

Montana Lanier Ruffner, MEETING 
AND EVENTS COORDINATOR

Nora Seilheimer, DIRECTOR OF ADVANCEMENT

Douglas Stewart, GRANTS MANAGER

Finance & Administration

Karen Hunsberger Adam, 
DATA COORDINATOR

Elizabeth DiGiulian, DIRECTOR OF FINANCE

Lauren Seeling, BOOKKEEPER

Executive

Ashish Kapoor, SENIOR ENERGY 
AND CLIMATE POLICY ANALYST

John McCarthy, SENIOR ADVISOR AND 
DIRECTOR OF STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIPS

Chris Miller, PRESIDENT

Leigh Ross, LEGAL ASSISTANT 
AND RECORDS MANAGER

Bri West, STRATEGIC COMMUNICATIONS 
& TECHNOLOGY ADVISOR

Dawn Wilmot, EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT
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Sources of Organizational Support Program and Operating Expenditures

Conservation, Stewardship and Habitat $ 1,660,652 23.6%

County Issues and Planning 976,096 13.9%

Policy* 899,495 12.8%

Farms and Food 506,288 7.2%

Outreach and Education 723,597 10.3%

Advancement 844,342 12.0%

Administration 1,430,989 20.3%

Total $ 7,041,459 100%

* Reflects regional and state-level work on policy related to transportation, energy, air quality, water quality, telecommunications, land conservation and land use

2023 Financial Report

The above figures include the activities of the Coalition for Smarter Growth, a division 
of PEC. They do not include the activities of the Piedmont Foundation. Copies of the 
consolidated financial statements of PEC and the Piedmont Foundation, and of PEC’s 
IRS form 990, may be found at PEC’s website at www.pecva.org/donate. For more 
information, please contact PEC’s accounting office at (540) 347-2334.

Individuals $ 2,912,352 44.5%

Foundations, Businesses and Institutions 2,688,325 41.0%

Government 158,746 2.4%

Piedmont Foundation 792,466 12.1%

Total $ 6,551,889 100%
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